May 23-24: Birth of the wave?
May 23-24 may be regarded as the birth date of the ghost rocket phenomenon. All previous sightings, during the winter and early spring, were readily identified as natural phenomena. The few interesting incidents, with unusual parameters, occuring before May 23 (such as cases xxx, xxx and xxx), were only reported at a later date, some of them as late as in the 1970s. 

Then, during the night between May 23 and May 24 two phenomena occurred over mid- and south-Sweden, respectively, and these phenomena ”got the ball rolling”. 

Media pressed defence authorities for answers. ”Who doesn´t remember the ghost fliers in Norrland, that never got an explanation, in spite of a thousand and one theories. Shall we now experience a new, inexplicable mystery in the air?”, wrote Aftontidningen (AT). 

It is evident from media articles and documents that a couple of bright meteors probably were the factors that started a false debate about possible foreign intrusions over Sweden. This is not to say that real, unexplained  incidents never occurred, but these seem to have happened at a later date. In our own view this first mistake has its roots in a rather glaring incompetence at the offices of the Defence Staff´s Air Defence department [Fst/L]. But first let´s have a look at the two meteoric (?) sightings:

Case xxx.

The mid-Swedish midnight meteor

Time: Thursday, May 23, shortly before midnight

Place: Västerås, Stockholm, Gävle and Sundsvall areas

The sightings that started ”the ghost rocket wave”, at least in the media, and with the Defence Staff, were the two phenomena reported after the night between May 23 and May 24.  

The first of these phenomena was, by all rational judgement, a brilliant meteor. Sighting times differed between 23.45 on May 23 and 00.05 on May 24. Much of the media attention concentrated on ”the Landskrona cigarr” (see next case), which explains the word ”also” in the following press accounts:

xxx-1: FIREBALL ALSO SEEN IN GÄVLE. Gävle, the 26th (TT). A phenomenon like the one observed in Landskrona [see next case] the night on Friday, is now also reported by a trustworthy person from Gävle. He says he observed, at 23.48 on Thursday evening, a fireball with tail, leaving sparks, moving in a southeasterly direction parallel to the horizon and at an altitude of about 35 degrees over this [the horizon]. The fireball was in sight for about three seconds. (Hälsingborgs Dagblad [TT newswire], May 27).

xxx-2. ”FIREBALL ALSO SEEN OVER MEDELPAD. Sundsvall. Even Medelpad has a phenomenon similar to the one observed  in Landskrona. The fireball was observed in Sundsvall and in Borgsjö-Ede in the western part of Medelpad. A night-watch in the harbour of Sundsvall says he saw a fireball, at 23.48 hours on Thursday, moving in a southeasterly direction, throwing sparks and easily viewable. In Borgsjö-Ede, a trustworthy person made a similar sighting at about the same time. Even here the fireball moved in a southeasterly direction.” (Sundsvalls Tidning and TT newswire, May 28). 

xxx-3 ”...a couple of persons in Stockholm has told Dagens Nyheter that they have seen a fireball shortly before midnight the night on Friday. It was a large fireball with a tail. One of the witnesses thinks it had an easterly course and another that it moved towards the SE... At the Stockholm observatory no observation of a similar phenomenon has been made at the time in question, but they don´t deny that it could have been a meteor, since the time estimates are so close to each other.” (Dagens Nyheter, May 28)  [Comment: this sighting was never noted by the Defence Staff. Reports from Dagens Nyheter are generally absent in the Staff files.]

xxx-4. ”...many persons in the Stockholm area stated to the MT that they saw the same phenomenon in Huddinge and Hagalund. No one knows what is going on. One guess is of experiments with secret weapons, but aviation experts that in such a case it is curious that no sound is reported in connection with the observations - long-range bombing practice gives off noise.” (Morgon-Tidningen, May 28 [from Thomas Bullard: The Airship File]). 

”...a driver from Huddinge reports that at midnight, the night on Saturday he saw a luminous projectile which he considers not to be neither an airplane nor a meteor.” (Dagens Nyheter, May 26).

xxx-5. Another report of this meteor, noted by the Defence Staff, seems to have been reported from Untran, a place 30 kilometres to the SSE of Gävle. Here a fireball with tail was observed in the northeast by the town planning director of Gävle. This report may have gone directly to the Staff, although there is no note or memo on the case in the files, only an entry in the table of  

xxx-6. A private person from Västerås reported another sighting which might have been the same phenomenon. It seems this report, too, was made directly to defence authorities, because it was never mentioned in the newspapers. The sighting occured at five minutes past midnight (00.05). (In our experience a time discrepancy of a quarter of an hour is not unusual for high-altitude sightings of meteors reported from many places).  According to the Defence Staff´s report tabulation the fireball with tail, large as a full-moon, fell at ”a maximum of 500 meters from the observer”. A whining or whistling sound was heard but no bang or splash [presumably the sighting occurred close to a lake]. As with the sightings from Gävle the phenomenon was seen in the southeast. 

Status: Meteor

Sources: see above.

Case xxx.

The Landskrona ”cigar” - meteor or...?
Time: May 24, at about 02.20-02.30

Places: Landskrona (Skåne), Karlskrona (Blekinge) and other places in south Sweden and Denmark.
The second series of sightings from the night between May 23 and 24 centered on south-Sweden and Denmark. The prime sighting, which may be regarded as having started the whole ghost rocket wave, occured in Landskrona. 

Although, in their texts, most newspapers were skeptical, media headlines now started to use descriptions like ”rocket bombs” (Landskrona Posten and Aftonbladet), ”remote-directed bombs” (Morgon Tidningen and Aftontidningen), ”projectile” (Expressen) and ”the V-bomb” (Göteborgs-Tidningen).

xxx-1. ”NIGHT WORKERS TOOK SHELTER FROM ”THE ROCKET BOMB” IN LANDSKRONA. Was the sky phenomenon over Landskrona the night on Friday a rocket bomb or a fireball with tail, or what was it? Quite a number of persons seem to have observed the phenomenon... Among the trustworthy observers are two night-watchmen and a repairman at the sugar factory. The later person says that he, at the time in question [2.20 in the night], was on the 5th floor of the sugar factory when the body, which he descibes as like a log, at the most 1,5 meters long and 30 cm in diameter, appeared in his field of vision. 

”He didn´t have the time for more detailed observations because, when the object started to throw sparks, he became scared of an explosion and saught shelter. He had the time, however, to see that first it fired off three ”rockets” and after some second yet another one [decomposition of a meteor?]. The trajectory was definitely horizontal and went almost straight for Copenhagen [in a southwesterly direction from Landskrona]. Earlier in the night red lights had been observed in the northeastern sky [this may have been the midnight meteor, see previous case].” (Aftonbladet, May 25 [Defence Staff files]).

More details are found in Dagens Nyheter: ”..A repairman, who was at an altitude of 35 meters, saw it [the object] against the sky as a wingless, cigar-shaped body, the size of a small airplane, intermittently emitting bunches of sparks from the stern. All observers report that the body flew at an altitude of about 100 meters at the speed of an ordinary airplane and with a southwesterly direction. The DN correspondent managed, late tonight, to contact the repairman who did the observation. He had been on the 5th floor of the sugar factory... [continues with the same info as in Aftonbladet]. (Dagens Nyheter, May 25; also a TT newswire)  

Aftontidningen (and also Expressen) hinted that the witnesses were not in agreement on what was really seen: ”...two night-watchmen wanted it [the phenomenon] to be a fireball with tail, a repairman saw the the phenomenon as a wingless, cigar-shaped body...” (Aftontidningen, May 27; Expressen, May 25).

Expressen interviewed the police superintendent at Landskrona, Gösta Ahlbeck, who stated that he had not seen the cigar-shaped fire-thrower himself. Noone in the police force had, yet one [the police] does not think it is a mistake, and that it probably was some kind of a projectile. (Expressen, May 25).

Dagens Nyheter speculated that the 240 km action radius of V1 bombs had been considerably improved by the Americans: ”Although one should take the information about the wingless, fire-spitting flight over Landskrona with caution, it is quite possible that what people see are V1-bombs, which the Russians shoot off from some test station on the Baltic coast. This is what an air expert...says... The whole of Germany has, says the expert, been combed by the occupation powers, for robot bomb materials and eager tests are going on... What the Landskrona witness saw, intermittent sparks from the stern, fits with the way the V1 works. The witness has estimated the length of the observed projectile at much less than the 6-7 meters of the V1-bomb, but this is easy to mistake yourself on.” (Dagens Nyheter, May 26)

But astronomers were skeptics: ”- It is quite conceivable that it was a phenomenon of meteoric character, says one of the Saltsjöbaden [observatory] astronomers. That one [somebody] says that it was observed at 100 meters altitude means nothing, since  estimates of distance are nearly always wrong when it comes to meteors. It once happened that a person called us to report a meteor crashing behind the Östra Station [the Eastern railway station in Stockholm]. It appeared that the meteor had been seen all the way between Gävle and Kalmar. As a rule meteors are visible as ”fireballs” at 50 to 60 km altitude, but this does not prevent almost everyone to see them sweep over the house-roofs. You always estimate the altitude falsely.” (Expressen, May 25). 

Göteborgs-Tidningen provided other details: ”The light phenomenon over Landskrona...has not yet received any explanation. The three persons, who have seen [it]...were all employed by the same company. It was only one of them, a repairman...who could describe the phenomenon in detail after looking out of a window...neither has any of the night-watchmen employed in the town by Förenade Vakt seen the phenomenon. Many in Landskrona and surrounding areas think it was a [piece of] firework.... Some believe that it was an airplane, on a much greater altitude than that stated, and that it was heading for Copenhagen...” (Göteborgs-Tidningen, May 25).

With the intention of trying to find the original witnesses at Landskrona, particularly the repairman at the sugar factory, Anders Liljegren traced the original Landskrona-Posten article with the help of a local library. It is apparent, from the article in Landskrona-Posten that the local newspaper made a direct interview with the repairman, but never published his name. Their version is essentially the same as that published by Aftonbladet.  

Landskrona wasn´t the only sighting place. Pieced together with other reports, the phenomenon looks more and more like a meteor that traversed south-Sweden on a southwesterly course, aiming for the skies of southern Denmark and northern Germany:

xxx-2. LIGHT PHENOMENON ALSO IN EKSJÖ. The mysterious light phenomenon which has been sighted in Landskrona the night on Friday, was also to be seen over Eksjö, according to what a credible person has told this editorial office. The witness had at about half past two in the night seen a large ”star” moving across the heavens with the formation of sparks after it. To the observer it looked as if one of ”the sparks” fell to the ground. ”The star” and the bunch of sparks continued its aerial trajectory, however.” (Smålands Dagblad, May 27). 

xxx-3. A NEW MYSTERIOUS ”FIREBALL” OVER A NAVAL YARD. Karlskrona, Monday (Expressen). As noted before, a person at the naval yard of Karlskrona observed, the night on Friday [at about 2.00 hours, according to the Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad], a flying object which could be a meteor. The witness thought that the ”heavenly body” went very low. It came from the north and disappeared in [over] Hasslölandet [in the southwest]. It was viewed for about half-a-minute and a powerful rain of sparks was noted from ”the tail”...” (Expressen, May 27; also in Morgon Tidningen, May 27 [Thomas Bullard: The Airship File]).   

The main (social democratic) newspaper in the naval town of Karlskrona took a strong side in the debate: ”On Sunday several persons, who, during the war years, observed the flying bombs over Blekinge [German V-1:s and V-2:s crossed over and even crashed in Blekinge], conveyed the hypothesis that it now evidently is the question of new remotely controlled bombs. The hypothesis does not lack substance and it will be interesting to see if the phenomenon continues and what the sightings, in that case, will lead to. Evidently it is experiments in the Baltic with some new secret weapon.” (Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, [morning paper] May 27; same text also appeared in the afternoon newspaper Expressen, the same day)

xxx-4. B. Kinnman, chief of staff at the Kungl. Skånska Trängkåren (T4) regiment at Hässleholm wrote the following report, on May 25, to the Defence Staff´s Air Defence department: 

”In connection with the enclosed article from Sydsvenska Dagbladet on May 25 [on the Landskrona case] I herewith have the honour of reporting the following concerning observations made by a person living here in Hässleholm. That person is [railway] engine driver Malte Särlöv, Kyrkgatan 18 b, Hässleholm.

”On May 25 [probably May 24] at 02.10, S. observed a cigar-shaped object, moving at about 300 m altitude in a southwesterly direction of flight. The speed was incredibly high, and S. could only watch the object for about 10 seconds. He estimated the speed at 600 km/h. Quite a distance behind the object´s stern a powerful burst of sparks was thrown out at uneven intervals. The duration of each burst of sparks was very short, about 1/10 of a second. Between the bursts a thick smoke developed. 

”The object passed Hässleholm at a distance of 2-3 kilometres in direction towards the northern shore of the [lake] Finjasjön. S. is prepared to [personally] verify this information.  On order. B. Kinnman, chief of staff.” (Defence Staff files).

When Anders Liljegren attempted to trace Mr. Särlöv (born January 10, 1907) in the autumn of 1986 he was then deleted from the file of Swedish citizens. Probably he was dead.

And the Landskrona object continued into Denmark...

xxx-5. The following wire from Expressens Copenhagen correspondent was published on June 4 and is most likely a Danish sighting of the Landskrona fireball: ”DANISH COUPLE SAW MYSTERIOUS FIREBALL. The mysterious fireballs which, during the latest times [recent weeks], have been observed at several places in Sweden, have now also been spotted in Denmark. A yeoman in the Ringsted area on Sjaelland [to the westsouthwest of Copenhagen] observed at about 03.30 hours [Denmark has the same time zone as Sweden] one morning as he went to work a luminous object in the sky. He called to his wife and at first the two thought it was a comet [meteor], but then agreed that it went to slowly. They didn´t think further on the matter and only a couple of days later did they read a message in a newspaper about the fireballs over Sweden. Then it was clear to them that it was one of these, since it corresponded to the [Swedish] descriptions. The yeoman could follow the fireball or bomb for a long time before it disappeared, and in this time it developed a sea of sparks at two times.”  [Comment: This case was not found by Willy Wegner who collected and wrote about the Danish cases].

xxx-6. Yet another sighting in Denmark was reported, via AP, in Morgon Tidningen (MT), May 29 [from Thomas Bullard, The Airship File]: ”The same night that people in Landskrona saw a flying object which flew towards the southwest at 100 m altitude, a border guard in Denmarks southern-lying parish, at Tönder [close to the German border, near the North Sea], made a similar discovery. At 3 o´clock at night the guard saw a bright light, followed by a tail, which very rapidly sailed on a path from east to west, reports the Berlingske Aftenavis.” [This case was published by Dagens Nyheter, May 28, as having occured at 23.00 hours on Monday, May 27. From our sources it is obvious that it is the same sighting and that the MT version is to be prefered before the shorter DN item.] 

xxx-7. More than two months later yet a third report from Denmark filtered through which, with high probability, concerned the May 24 fireball: ”A Falck firefighter [Falck is a Danish private firefighter and ambulance service] from Aarhus [on Jylland/Jutland] reported, on August 2, a two month old sighting to the Jyllands-Posten, which he had made with a few fellows. Q: - Where was it?  A: - Near Gjessing on the old road between Horsens and Aarhus. I had gone to Gjessing with a fellow to meet a man from Falck in Horsens. It was half past three in the night, but it was bright and very clear weather as I suddenly saw something coming from the north gliding over our heads.

”It looked like a rocket and had a very high speed. Following the rocket was a smoke-stream, which remained in the sky for about a minute. The rocket disappeared in a southerly direction. Q: - What did you think it was?  A: We discussed that maybe it was a comet, but since the messages from Sweden spoke about remarkable rockets and bombs, we agreed that it must have been one of the same type which had gone astray over Jylland.  Q: - You didn´t tell anyone about your sighting?  A: - No, some time had passed before we compared the findings in Sweden to what we had seen, but after the rocket on Sjaelland it seems that we should talk about what we saw that night.” 

Map of south Sweden and Denmark with projected trajectory of May 24 fireball.

Conclusion: A fireball trajectory with Eksjö, Karlskrona, Hässleholm, Landskrona, Ringsted, Gjessing and Tönder as observation points is most likely. Witnesses in five out of six places report a spark-throwing object on (generally) a southwesterly course. All six reports mention this (general) direction of flight. 

In retrospect, the case for a ”cigar-shaped”, structured object over Landskrona rests only on the words of one single witness, the [anonymous] repairman at the sugar factory. As we shall see from the coming months of the ghost rocket wave, many other people made the same kind of mistake. The two other witnesses at Landskrona experienced a meteor, as did observers at Eksjö, Karlskrona, Ringsted and Tönder. The observer at Ängelholm was influenced by the wording of an article on the Landskrona sighting to report a cigar-shaped object, The Danish witnesses at Gjessing were probably influenced by the intense media coverage of the incidents when they reported their sighting, a few months later. 

Status: Probable meteor

Sources: see above.

A curious Defence Staff memo
A curious document, found in the ghost rocket files in Stockholm is an early memo [”PM över inkomna rapporter av observerade eldfenomen”; ”Memo of received reports on observed fire phenomena”] where  the two previous meteoric overflights, on the night between May 23 and 24, are analyzed as if they were airplane or V-weapon overflights. What is probably this very document, was entered in the diaries [logging of incoming letters] of the Research Officer of the Defence Staff on June 3, 1946. The ”analysis”, itself, is found in the ”space projectile” file main file. 

In this ”analysis”, time estimates for the sightings are taken literaly, without regard for human mistakes in timing, and used, combined with the geographical positions of observers, to calculate trajectories and to estimate the speed of observed ”objects”. 

The Staff may have been influenced by the Stockholm newspaper Aftontidningen which made the same kind of ”analysis”: ”If the times are correct it would mean that the speed was something between 350-400 km/h. In Landskrona the opinion was that the speed was about the same as an airplane.” (Aftontidningen, May 27).

The Defence Staff analysis rests on only five of the reports detailed above (see cases xxx-x, xxx-x, xxx-x, xxx-x and xxx-x). The author of the document is, seemingly, ignorant of the difference between ”course” (direction of flight) and ”bearing” (in what direction of the sky the phenomenon was observed by the witness). It is impossible to say what is meant by the word ”direction” [Sw. riktning]  in some of the short  newspaper reports, especially the ”midnight meteor”.  This problem is ignored, but is a constant confusing factor in much of the analysises performed by the Defence Staff in the summer of 1946. There is no evidence that the reports of the May 23-24 meteors were ever analyzed by professional astronomers.    

Another confusing mistake, in this document, is that the dates mentioned in the report are obviously one month wrong. 23/4 (April 23) should read 23/5 (Mary 23), etc. 

Evidently, the document was written in all haste and by someone who was ordered to do it without having the proper qualifications.

During WWII, the Swedish air defence handled more than 16.000 reports of aerial violations of the territory. The bureaucracy surrounding this reporting, which had ended in May 1945, was now seemingly resumed, one year later. Procedures for recording and analyzing overflights of German Messerschmidts or British bombers were, however, neither applicable nor appropriate for handling light phenomena, such as meteors, or (hypothetical) extremely fast-moving rockets, like the German V-2:s of WWII.    

We will now cite the entire document, which is quite revealing:

”Memo of received reports on observed fiery phenomena. 

”I. Reports received have conflicting data on the performance of the fiery phenomena. Speed has been estimated at values between about 100 -- 1.000 km/h, and more. Estimates of altitude has varied between about 0,1 -- 50 km. 

”II. By projecting the trajectories the following kan be certified: 

     1) 23/4   23.45  Untran
northeasterly direction

                   23.48  Gävle      
southeasterly direction

      The distance Untran - Gävle is 30 km. If it is the question of the same phenomenon the distance has been covered with a speed of 600 km/h. If so, the course, however, must have been changed over Untran from northeasterly to northwesterly and over Gävle from northwesterly to southeasterly. 

         24/4   00.05  Västerås
southeasterly direction

     The distance Untran resp. Gävle - Västerås is 100 resp. 125 km. The distances have been covered in 20 resp. 17 min, which means 300 km/h resp. 450 km/h. In this case, too, changes of course must have been made over the previously mentioned places. 

     2) 24/4  ca 02.00  Karlskrona   southerly direction

                  ca 02.20  Landskrona  southerly direction

     The distance Karlskrona - Landskrona 175 km. If it is the question of the same phenomena, which is probable in view of relatively similar course speed will be 525 km/h. 

      3) If the same phenomenon was [should have been] observed in Västerås and Karlskrona it would have covered the 400 km distance in 2 hours, i.e. a speed of 200 km/h.”

(end of document)

In the margins of the typewritten paper someone at the staff penned the comments ”could be rocket” (close to the 600 km/h estimate) and ”low speeds, should be rocket” (close to the 300 and 450 km/h calculation). The calculated speeds have been underlined in red. A ”rocket” that travels at 600 km/h?

Source: Memo found in Defence Staff files. Also: Fst/Forskn.off. [Research Officer] diary: Ank.nr 84/1946: 3/6 1946 from Fst/L [Air Defence department]. War Archives, Stockholm.

Case xxx.

Motorist on ”rocket hunt” in Roslagen
Time: May 25, about 18.30 hours

Place: Road between Uppsala and Rasbo, county of Uppsala 

”GHOST ROCKET  HUNTED  BY CAR THROUGH ROSLAGEN”. The wing- and noiseless ghost flier continues to bewilder [people] here and there in the country. This morning a painter told Aftonbladet that he, Saturday evening, hunted a mysterious fireball for five kilometres in his car. The fireball was faster and disappeared - but during seven minutes the painter, and his company could view the phenomenon. 

”-- Mysterious it was, indeed, he says. We came from Uppsala and were going to Rasbo [about 15-20 km to the NE of Uppsala] and it was almost 18.30 when someone in the car suddenly pointed to the sky and said: - Look at those flashes from the airplane! We looked in that direction. A few hundred meters to the right of the road, and at an altitude of only one hundred meters, a strange thing flew which could neither be meteor nor airplane. The closest thing  would be to describe it as a drop-shaped sphere made of some kind of polished metal. No wings were visible. 
”I drove at a speed of 70 km/h and since the rocket, or whatever it was, had the same direction [as us] we could follow it for five kilometers or about seven minutes. The object´s speed wasn´t great, we estimated it at about a hundred km/h. Finally it disappeared behind the horizon. Only yesterday [Monday] evening did I read in the newspapers that people had seen fireballs here and there as early as on Thursday night. Thus, before I met the strange sight myself I had no knowledge of the phenomenon, ends the painter.”

This case is noted in the Defence Staff´s report tabulations, with Aftonbladet (AB) as the source. There is no evidence, from military files, of any attempt to make a follow-up investigation. The name of the painter is thus unknown. 

Status: Insufficient information, possibly airplane 

Source: Aftonbladet, May 28 [Defence Staff files]
Case xxx. 

Fireball in Stockholm (?) area

Time: Saturday, May 25, at 23.00 hours

Place: unknown, but probably near Stockholm

”Another person report that he, late on Saturday evening, at about 23.00, sighted a football-sized fireball, which disappeared towards the north at great speed. It left a white cloud behind. 

Status: Insufficient information, probably meteor

Source: Aftonbladet, May 28 [Defence Staff files]
Six Russians caught ”sight-seeing” 

in the archipelago
”A certain sensation was caused in Karlshamn yesterday afternoon when a large sailing-boat with six Russians on board came running in the bay where many Karlshamn inhabitants were enjoying the first real summer warm Sunday this May. One person called for the police and a couple of constables went out. The Russians had, by then, already left the Kollevik pier but returned on being urged back by the police. 

”They explained that they belonged to the Russian steamer ”Kronstadt” which, on Sunday, anchored for degaussing on Monday. They had started out for a sailing tour, but some problem with the boat had occasioned them to go to the Kollevik pier. The police, however, found no problem with the boat. It seems remarkable that seamen that belong to foreign nations are allowed to navigate freely in the Karlshamn archipelago, according to comments made at Karlshamn, and further investigation is now ordered.” (Expressen, May 27)
May: The same kind of phenomena over Russia?
A book on UFO phenomena behind the Iron Curtain cites Felix Zigel, the first serious Russian collector on UFO reports:

”In May 1946 the first accounts were heard of strange, saucer-shaped flying objects appearing at night, the reports coming both from ”experienced” observers like pilots who saw these saucers in the form of ”fire-balls” [the same kind of meteors as seen over Sweden?] during their flights, and also from ”inexperienced people such as farmers and townsfolk who saw them from the ground. Both types of observer mentioned the enormous velocities and accelerations [again: meteors?] of these objects, which were quite unlike anything human beings could simulate in their aircraft built on traditional lines. 

”It is remarkable that Dr. Zigel thus begins the modern UFO period a year or more earlier than the customarily accepted date of 4th June 1947 when the American Kenneth Arnold first noted them [the Arnold sighting took place on June 24]. We think this is correct since in both East and West ”modern” UFOs had been seen already in 1945 and 1946.” 

A figure on the number of reports from Russia, in the Hobana-Weverbergh book, refers to the total number of known cases [by 1972], not the number of reports in 1946. The fifty-one Russian reports listed and detailed in the documentation section of the Hobana-Weverbergh book are from the years 1842-1972. No details are given on 1946 cases, except for the following: 
”...May 1946, [dates] not determined. Zigel...places the beginning of the ”modern” period of UFOlogy in Russia in May 1946: saucer-shaped objects were seen by Soviet citizens and Soviet pilots. The features reported are the same as the typical ones described today.”

Source: Ion Hobana & Julien Weverbergh: UFO´s from behind the Iron Curtain, pages 29 and 279.

May 26: Air show at Eskilstuna
1946, the first post-war summer, saw thousands of Swedes visit air shows all across Sweden. The new wonders of air technology development, accelerated during the was years, were an obvious area of public interest. 

Probably one of the first air shows this year was hosted by the Eskilstuna Air Club on Sunday, May 26. This was just a few days before the first series of daytime ghost rocket sightings, May 28-May 31, and in very close proximity to the area of these sightings. The Stockholm Technical Museum lent the only Swedish copy of ”the hell dog”, the V-1, for display at the show. [The British government had donated the V-1 to the Swedish museum]. This was the first time it was on display outside of Stockholm.

Source: Nerikes Allehanda, May 21; Dagbladet, July 19 [donation of V-1]
Case xxx.

Once again a fireball over Hälsingborg

Time: Sunday, May 26, at 23.00 hours
Place: Hälsingborg (county of Malmöhus)
Aftontidningen (AT) of Stockholm mentioned a sighting from Helsingborg ”Sunday, 23.00 hours in Hälsingborg. A strong, luminous ”star” moved towards the north and was eventually engulfed by the clouds. Too strong a light for being the lanterns on an airplane.” 

Status: Insufficient information

Sources: Expressen and Aftontidningen, May 27. 
Case xxx.

Ship among the clouds
Time: May 27, afternoon
Place: Visby on [the island of] Gotland

”SHIP AMONG THE CLOUDS. Residents of Visby could, Monday afternoon, see a strange sight in the sky. About ten degrees over the horizon a cargo ship steamed forward up among the clouds. It was going southwards and one could see it for about an hour. The picture was a mirage, which maybe isn´t so uncommon, but the mirages usually seen from Visby are rather uniform in their motif - it is practically always the light-house at Ölands norra udde [northern tip of the island of Öland] which now and then appears. 
Status:  Mirage

Source: Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, May 27. 

Three - or four - daytime sightings
Map of the counties of Örebro, Södermanland and 

Västmanland with the positions of the three-four May 28-31 daytime sightings.

Case xxx.

A crash in the waters off Kvicksund?
Time: May 28, between 16.30 and 17.00

Place: Kvicksund, a sound in the lake Mälaren

This case was found on a few pages of handwritten notes in the Defence Staff files. It was never listed on the tables of cases regularly produced by the Defence Staff, nor is there any documents of any investigation. Maybe the case was investigated and immediately explained, we don´t know. The notes seem intriguing, however. 

From the notes it seems that on May 28, between 16.30 and 17.00 an unknown witness had observed a flying, metallic object come in over Kvicksund at low altitude. The witness heard engine sounds from the object, which then crashed into the water. 

This is what can be rendered from the few words on a slip of paper. In the summer of 1987 Anders Liljegren and Stig Aggestad attempted to trace the witness via an article on the ghost rockets in Folket, a local newspaper. No result.

Kvicksund is only about 50 kilometres to the NE of Stora Mellösa, the scene of the next case, possibly the first of all cases investigated by the Defence Staff which had any quality.

Status: Insufficient information

Source: Defence Staff files; Folket, July 27, 1989.

Cases xxx and xxx.

Stora Mellösa - sailflyer or zeppelin?
Time: May 28, evening, probably two different sightings: about 18.15 (the Holmdahl family) and 20.10 (Edstram)

Place: Stora Mellösa, county of Örebro

The first indication of this case was reported in Nerikes Allehanda, published from Örebro: 

”MYSTERIOUS THING GLIDED OVER STORA MELLÖSA”. A mysterious object looking almost like a rocket, or an airplane without wings, was sighted Tuesday evening at Stora Mellösa. The object glided at about 300-500 meters altitude and moved without a sound. 

”The witness estimated its size as about half of an ordinary trainer without wings. The object was round like a giant cigarr in shape and the metallic sides glistened in the sun. The rocket, or whatever you should call this strange thing, had about the same speed with which an ordinary airplane moves. We have questioned the FO-staff [Defence area staff] which, however, has no report from any other source about the strange rocket. It is evidently some kind of an experiment - but what?” (Nerikes Allehanda, May 29).

If Nerikes Allehanda made contact with the regional FO-staff, isn´t it strange that the journalist was not questioned for details on the incident..? It would be a reasonable routine that the regional staff should report the sighting to Stockholm. Instead, it seems the Stockholm Defence Staff first discovered the Stora Mellösa case when it was re-published by the Stockholm paper Aftonbladet (and as a TT newswire in many other papers). 

The Aftonbladet article prompted a reaction from Stockholm. The local police was ordered to make an investigation. On May 31 the chief constable [landsfiskal] E. Nyberg, at the Glanshammar police office [landsfiskalskontor], asked the local policeman [fjärdingsman] at Stora Mellösa to ”urgently perform an investigation into the matter and to question the people who have observed the aerial body. Report is expected at the earliest.” 

Carl Bergh, the local policeman, wrote the following on the same day [May 31]: ”The undersigned has been asked by the chief constable in the Glanshammar district to try to trace people in Stora Mellösa, who possibly observed...the phenomenon. At 19.30 today, a parish meeting and vestry [kyrkofullmäktige] was held at the local government office, with some thirty persons, from different parts of the community, present. The undersigned asked these people whether they had seen or heard about the phenomenon in question, but with negative replies. Only after the newspaper had reported the incident had it become known...”  

It seems that the search for the reporting witnesses took three weeks. The police at Örebro finally located them, and wrote a report. It seems that within a timespan of about two hours, two different sightings were made in the Stora Mellösa area:

”The Police, Örebro, N:r 579. REPORT, Thursday, June 20, 1946. Since the chief constable of the Glanshammar district has ordered questioning of the following persons living in this town, the following persons were questioned on June 19 by first policeman Helge Holmgren, whereupon they stated:

”District superintendent John Sören Edstam, born March 5, 1909, registered and living Toringsgatan 4, Örebro: Probably on Tuesday, May 28, 1946, he was, in the evening, going by car from Stora Mellösa towards Örebro. As he, at about 20.10, passed Torsborg and had arrived at Knarsta, where the terrain is open, he caught sight of an object in the air which seemed to be at 5- to 600 meters altitude from ground. The object was approximately coming from the southwest. It was silvery grey and spool-shaped and looked like the body of a sailflyer of the type Granau Baby. The objects speed was about the same, like the speed of a sailplane. No engine noise or other sound was heard. Due to the position of the sun [sundown at the Stockholm horizon was at 20.38 this day] the object was lit up diagonally from the back and from the left. Edstam distinctly discerned that the object had two wings, but due to the rather powerful sunlight, the size of the wings or their shape could not be observed.”

”Edstam, who stopped his car as he caught sight of the object, sat watching it for about one minute before continuing his journey. At the time in question it was a beautiful weather and clear visibility. Edstam is, since many years, interested in flying and so he thinks he is trained at recognizing different types of aircraft. His opinion is that the object in question with certainty must have been a sailflyer. 

”Clerk Bror Ragnar Holmdahl, born May 14, 1894, registered and living Oskarsplatsen 1, Örebro: On Tuesday, May 21, 1946 [note discrepancy on the date] was going by car from Örebro to Stora Mellösa, where he and his family has a summer cottage at Åsby [near lake Hjälmaren]. The journey started at about 17.45 and went straight to Stora Mellösa. In the car was Holmdahls wife Elna Holmdahl and their 18 year old son Sven Ragnar Holmdahl. The wife was sitting in the back and the son to the right of Holmdahl. 

”After the car had passed the church at Stora Mellösa and had come about 500 meters to the east thereof, where the terrain is flat and open, his wife said that she saw a flying object in the sky, wherefore the car ought to be stopped so that the object could be closely viewed. Holmdahl stopped the car whereupon the right door was opened. By bending out of the door Holmdahl, as well as his wife and son, could view an object which flew in the air at about 60 degrees angle [over the horizon] and on a level with the car. The object came from the east and moved in a westerly direction. How high up in the air it was, Holmdahl could not decide, but it seemed as if the object went somewhat lower than the regular planes that now pass over this area every day. The speed seemed a little slower than the regular plane.

”Sketch of an unknown object seen on May 21, 1946, about 18.15 in the parish of Stora Mellösa, county of Örebro, by clerk Ragnar Holmdahl, and others, and made by Holmdahl.”

”The object´s length seemed to be about that of the body of a regular sailplane. In shape the object looked like a zeppelin or a fat cigar. It lay horisontally in the air and moved at an even and steady speed forward in its own longitudal direction. The end which was the nose or stem was thicker than the other [stern] end, which was more tapering. The object seemed to be build like a polygonal [Sw. mångsiding] which could easily be seen when the sunlight was reflected on its edges. The colour was aluminum grey. It seemed as if the object, sometimes, could rock a little on its longitudal axis, but otherwise the object moved at an even and speady speed in a horisontal direction. 

”Any tail, steering-gear or propeller could not be seen on the object. Likewise no projection, door, window or similar could be seen on the object. It also lacked wings as well as any other thinkable piece of equipment. 

”The object left no trace in the form of smoke or similar behind, in the air. Holmdahl first thought the object might be jet propelled [Sw. reaktionsdrivet], therefore he took special care to note if there was any puffs of smoke, or similar, behind the object. No sound or engine noise could be heard. Weather was beautiful with a clear sky and warm air. Due to this the object could be observed very clearly. Holmdahl added, however, that the stern part of the object was like in a shadow because the sunshine hit the object from the forward [part on the] right. 

”Direction of flight was west-south-westerly. Holmdahl estimated that on this course the object would approximately pass over the area of Mosås between Örebro and Kumla. 

”The Holmdahl family watched the object for about 5 minutes when it passed and went away, more and more, on its direction of course. Because of this the object got more and more blurred as it receeded. The family continued their journey towards east and could no longer see the flying object. They were at their summer cottage until about 22.00 hours in the evening when they returned for Örebro. During the visit to the summer cottage Holmdahl met no local inhabitant, therefor he couldn´t hear [ask] if onyone else in Stora Mellösa had seen the object. On the following day - May 22 - Holmdahl phoned [the newspaper] Nerikes Allehanda and reported the matter. The next day - May 23 - there was a note of the matter as far as Holmdahl could remember. [Comment: The article was published May 29, see above, thus the real date of the sighting must have been May 28].

”Holmdahl sketched the enclosed drawing of the flying object. Mrs Elna Greta Sofia Holmdahl, born June 20, 1896, and their son, clerk trainee Sven Ragnar Holmdahl, born September 29, 1928: 

”Both corroborated in all parts Holmdahls story concerning the object in question. They also corroborated the drawn sketch of the object. None of them have seen any similar object in the air before. 

”Örebro, the criminal police department as above: /Elis Olsson/, acting detective superintendent, /Helge Holmgren.”
Suspecting a sailplane (from Edstams testimony), E. Nyberg (chief constable at Glanshammar) on June 21 contacted ”...the secretary of [the] Örebro Bil & Flygklubb [Car- and Plane Club], engineer Nils Bergenstråhle from Örebro, who reported that any plane owned by the club had not been used for flying over St. Mellösa on May 21, 1946.”  

Strangely, the police questioned the club about planes in the air on May 21 (from Holmdahls story) while Edstam had stated May 28, one week later, as the probable date. May 28 must also be the correct date for the Holmdahl sighting since Holmdahl phoned the newspaper and the story was published the following day, May 29 [AFU has the article on file]. Thus this that part of the police investigation has no value at all. A sailplane might have been in the air on May 28 (as Edstam believe) while the Holmdahl sighting is more of a mystery. As far as we know zeppelins were not operating in Sweden in 1946. 

Judging from the points of time stated (18.15 and 20.10) this is two sightings from the same geographical area. The two object seem to have been on opposite courses of direction.

John Sören Edstam died about 1982-83. In August 1986, Anders Liljegren spoke to his ex-wife Eva (they were divorced in about 1950-51). Eva could not remember that his husband had talked about the 1946 incident. It is not probable that Edstam viewed the incident as anything exceptional since he thought it was a sailplane. 

The two elderly in the Holmdahl family were dead when we tried to investigate the case in 1986. Their son Sven, now living at Hedemora, has not answered our letters and phone calls.

Status: Unidentified (Edstams sighting might be a sailplane)

Sources: Nerikes Allehanda, May 29. Report 579 from the Police, Örebro (June 20, 1946). Document C 46 A 14-2, filed June 21, 1946 at the county secretariat [Sw. Landskansliet] in Örebro. [Defence Staff files]. 
Case xxx. 

A silver cigar over Katrineholm

Time: Friday, May 31 at 11.43

Place: Katrineholm, county of Södermanland

””A SILVER CIGAR” FLIES AS RAPIDLY AS A FIGHTER PLANE. Katrineholm, Friday (MT). It seems as if the mysterious flier, which was observed in Östernärke at the beginning of this week [the Stora Mellösa cases], was not altogether an illusion. In fact, yesterday the same thing was repeated in Katrineholm. An object which can be compared most closely to a silver-glistening rocket, in the shape of a giant cigar, was [discovered] in the east on the horizon. The time was then exactly 11.43 in the morning. 

”The ”ghost plane” had no hint of wings, but on the other hand some thought that it had the semblance of a stabilizer, or the like. It travelled very rapidly through the air and several observers pointed out that not even the fastest fighter plane would be able to keep pace. A light rumble [drone] was heard as the body, having made a turn towards the west, in a diving continued its trip toward the south. The size of the mysterious monster did not agree with that of the one seen at Närke, neither was the altitude the same. Instead one summarizes that the projectile, or whatever it might be, was as long as an ordinary training plane and went at 300 meters altitude. The Skavsta air wing [F11] near Nyköping had none of their own planes up at the right time in the immediate vicinity of Katrineholm. On an airplane, seen from the side in broad daylight, no wings are visible. Therefore it could be assumed that it was an ordinary airplane that the Katrineholmers saw. 

”In this connection it can still be mentioned that one of the Katrineholm witnesses saw the object not only from the side but also from the front and from the back. The sun´s rays in this case were not at their worst sharpness, therefore one with [good] reason can uphold it [as] very mysterious.”

This story was published by Morgon Tidningen (MT) of Stockholm and by a number of other newspapers. It was noted in the Defence Staff tables, with MT as the source, but no follow-up was made. No other data is available in the Defence Staff files. This is strange since the F11 air force wing (some 50 km to the SE from Katrineholm) was questioned for their opinion. If some unknown aerial object performed an ”air show” over Katrineholm it would indeed have been a defence matter. 

Status: Unidentified

Source: Morgon Tidningen, June 1. Also in Thomas Bullard: The Airship File.

Case xxx.

Oblong, wingless object over Kroksjö
Time: at the end of May, or early June 1946, 14.00 hours

Place: Kroksjö (county of Västerbotten)

From the police investigations in the Trehörningen-Tavelsjö area in September 1946:

(Map of Trehörningen area)

Det finns en karta (bilaga 9) i Krigsarkivet med alla observationsplatser kring Trehörningen 1946 inritade samt flygriktningar. Borde tryckas av här eller i anslutning till någon av de sista observationerna under året i området.

”8. One day at the end of May or beginning of June 1946. ([Investigation] September 17, 1946 [by] F. Johansson.)  Shopkeeper Per Gustav Hubert Högberg, born May 9, 1905, registered and living at Kroksjö, parish of Umeå, postal address Kroksjö, Umeå, telephone nr 6, Kroksjöby: 

”One day at the end of May or early June 1946 at about 14.00 hours, when Högberg was in his shop in Kroksjö, he suddenly heard a ”roar”. He hurried out of the shop and then discovered a stream of smoke, extending in a straight line over the sky. He followed the smoke with his eyes and caught sight of an object, which, at very great speed, came from the west and went away towards east. The object passed almost straight over [at the zenith of] the place where Högberg stood, at an altitude estimated at 2.000 meters. It was round and oblong in shape and had no wings. According to Högbergs view the object was about as big as an ordinary airplane. The object was trailed by a dark stream of smoke, which later widened and rested in the sky for about half an hour. Over Kroksjö the streak lay completely straight, but to the east it seemed to turn to the south. Immediately after the discovery of the object Högberg called to his wife and called her attention to the object and the smokestream. The object had by then reached rather far to the east. At the time in question it was a beautiful weather with sunshine and a completely cloudless sky. Concerning the appearance of the object, see the enclosed sketch, enclosure 8, drawn by Högberg.

”On being questioned Högberg declared that he at no other time had seen a similar phenomenon. 

”Mrs. Conny Gunborg Högberg, born August 30, 1909, registered and living at Kroksjö, parish of Umeå, postal address Kroksjö, telephone nr 6, Kroksjöby. Mrs. Högberg is the wife of shop keeper Hubert Högberg in Kroksjö. She confirmed the information given by her husband. She further stated that she was indoors when her husband called to her. Before that she had heard that it was a ”roar” outside. As she came out, her husband pointed out the stream of smoke, and the object, to her. It had then gotten rather far to the east.”

”Sketch made by shop keeper Högberg of Kroksjö, parish of Umeå, and showing the shape of the object which he one day in the autumn of 1945 [sic] saw in the air over his shop in Kroksjö. Sketch was made on September 17, 1946.”

Another streak of smoke was seen over the same area on February 21, see case xxx, and on February 25 or 26, see case xxx. The note, on enclosure 8 with Mr. Höglunds sketch, that the sighting occured in the autumn of 1945 does not fit with the text of the report, above.

Status: Unidentified

Source: Defence Staff files, War Archives, Stockholm.

Case xxx.

Smokestreak over lake Tavelsjön

Time: One day in the spring of 1946

Place: Långviken, Tavelsjö (county of Västerbotten)

This is another case from the investigations in the Trehörningen/Tavelsjö area of Västerbotten:

”7. One day in the spring of 1946. ([Investigated] September 17, 1946. [by] F.Johansson). Yeoman Karl Oskar Karlsson, born on April 29, 1882, registered and living at Långviken, parish of Umeå, postal address Hissjö, telephone nr 21, Trehörningen: 

”One day in the spring of 1946 at about 12.30 hours Karlsson´s daughter-in-law, Mrs. Märta Karlsson of Långviken, came into Karlsson´s house and said that there was something ”strange” in the air. Karlsson hurried out in the company of his wife and then saw a smokestreak running over the heavens in direction SW to NE. In the NE the streak was very narrow and then it gradually grew broader towards the SW. At the time the sky was clear with sunshine and almost no clouds. The smokestreak was bright in colour and dispersed after about five minutes. Karlsson couldn´t see any object in the sky, neither did he hear any sound. On being questioned Karlsson stated that neither before nor after had he seen any similar phenomenon.”

There is no evidence that Märta Karlsson, the daughter-in-law, was interviewed.

Status: Probable aircraft contrail

Source: Police investigation in Defence Staff files

Case xxx.

A ”saucer” ballet over Denmark
Time: early June or July 1946, about 14.00 hours

Place: Viskinge, between Jyderup and Kalundborg (on Sjaelland, Danmark)

Loren Gross, the tireless chronicler of American ufology, wrote about this case: ”Unfortunately the following case was not published in a 1946 newspaper which makes it suspect and not good evidence that ”flying saucers” were seen prior to 1947”. We continue to cite from Gross (with some alterations in view of the original clipping, which is the AFU files):

”A Mr. Hans Sörensen, a citizen of Denmark, wrote a letter to the Danish newspaper Sjaellands Tidende in the 1970´s concerning an aerial phenomenon he witnessed 25 years before:

”In the summer of 1946, I was cycling [on the way] from Jyderup to Kalundborg. A couple of kilometres outside Viskinge, I suddenly noticed something odd. At first I thought I saw smoke rings from a tractor, so I stopped in a spot, where there were no trees, so as to see better. Then I saw three thingamajings fitting the descriptions of UFO´s. They flew towards me, on a   vertical upwards course. They sort of tilted in the middle, choppily [?], not very rapidly. They were like polished mirrors on top, and in profile almost like a flat and deep saucer. The underside was uneven and dull grey. That was in July, in calm weather. It was about 2.00 p.m. [14.00], and the sun was behind me. As I stood there, several people came up, and we concurred that there were no sounds, such as a normal aircraft would make. Hans Sörensen, Klövermarksvej 16, 4450 Jyderup.”

The witness was contacted by the Scandinavian UFO Information (SUFOI) of Copenhagen and filled out one of their questionnaires. From this, and a short note on the incident in SUFOI:s magazine UFO-Nyt, we can deduce the following supplementary details:

The objects first went straight up [vertically] from the ground on the right side [of the road]. The shape was like a disc, round, and they had a small superstructure in the middle. The diameter of the cupola was about ¼ of the object´s [diameter]. As they reached a certain altitude, they stopped abruptly and then continued horizontally - then to stop once again and then change direction of flight. They flew up and down, back and forth, for 20 minutes. Trees obstructed the objects when they were down close to the ground. The diameters of the object were estimated to be about 30 meters. As the objects flew away, after this ”aerial ballet” Hans Sörensen remained standing on the road with ten other passers-by, discussing the phenomenon.  

Hans Sörensen was 26 years old in 1946. In the questionnaire (and in UFO-Nyt) Sörensen has changed the time to June 1946 [with a question mark after]. It was a clear, windless summers day, about 25 degrees centrigrade. The objects were like Danish ten-öre coins at arm´s length. The other [about 10] spectators were unknown to the reporting witness. 

Status: Unidentified

Sources: Loren Gross: The mystery of the ghost rockets, second ed., 1982, pp. 12-13; Sjaellands Tidende, April 17, 1971; SUFOI questionnaire dated May 16, 1971 (case 194-017); UFO-Nyt, 1971, nr 4, page 162.

Case xxx.

Another Trehörningen overflight
Time: Tuesday, June 4, 16.05 hours

Place: Flurkmark, near [lake] Trehörningen, county of Västerbotten

This incident was first reported to the local newspaper Västerbottens-Kuriren: 

”MYSTERIOUS OBJECT CROSSED THROUGH THE SKY OVER FLURKMARK. Mr Sigfrid Forsgren, Västervik, Trehörningen, reports that he and two other persons were at work on the foundations for a cement factory, at about 16.05 on Tuesday, when they sighted an object passing at 200 to 300 meters altitude in a westerly direction. It looked like a giant sea-bird with immobile wings, swept backwards, and with a speed estimated to be about three times as great as that of an airplane. It passed right over the the workers who were attracted to the it through the sound, which almost could be likened to a fizzing roar [Sw. brusande dån], thus no engine sound. One of the workers looked up and said: What is that?, and then the others, too, caught sight of the object, which apparently passed on the same altitude all the time. It left no smoke and the observers got the impression that it was a radio-guided bomb or possibly a rocket-driven projectile. 

”The place where it was observed is between Flurkmark and Tavelsjö, and ”the bomb” came from the Flurkmark area and went towards Långviksvallen.”

This sighting was, like many other sightings in 1946, published by a small local newspaper only, with no nation-wide publicity. In the autumn the Defence Staff heard about this, and other incidents in the Trehörningen area, and ordered a police investigation: 

”On order of the superintendent of the state police department the undersigned, criminal constable Folke Johansson, has done the ordered investigation, when the following has been noted. On investigation it has become apparent that space projectiles have been sighted at the following times by the following persons: 

”1. One day at the end of May 1946. [Some 3 ½ months after the incident it is only natural that it is not correctly placed in time] ([Investigation] September 16, 1946, [by] F.Johansson.)  Brick-works owner Hans Sigfrid Forsberg, born on February 14, 1914, registered in the town of Umeå, but now living at Västervik, parish of Umeå, postal address Västervik, Flurkmark, telephone nr 32, Trehörningen: 

”One day at the end of May Forsberg was at work with Holger Lundström and Tycko Andersson, both from Trehörningen, Tavelsjö, in a gravel-pit about 100 meters east of the eastern shore of lake Trehörningen. During the work in the gravel-pit Forsberg heard, at about 15.45 hours, a powerful whining sound, which was like the sound from an airplane passing by at low altitude with its engine cut off. At first Forsberg thought it was a tornado, closing in, but as he looked up in the sky, he caught sight of an object come flying from the east just over the treetops on a wooded hill, which is close by and to the south of the gravel-pit. The object went away in a westerly direction over lake Trehörningen. Forsberg could not, however, follow it with his eyes, since he was blinded by the sun, which was in the direction where the object went away. Whether the object landed in lake Trehörningen he wouldn´t with certainty say anything about but the thought this was possible, since it seemed to lower itself. At the time there was a beautful weather with sunshine and a sky without clouds.

”The object passed Forsberg at a distance of about 100 meters, therefore he rather well noted its appearance. It mostly looked like a large bird and was dark in colour. The object had a length of about one meter and a breadth, between wingtips, of about one meter. It didn´t glisten, and no emission, or similar, was seen to come from the object. Concerning the object´s shape see the enclosed sketch, enclosure 1, drawn by Forsberg. On being questioned Forsberg declared that he neither before nor after had seen any similar phenomenon.”

”Sketch drawn by brick-works owner Sigfrid Forsberg of Västervik, parish of Umeå, and showing the shape of the object which he, one day at the end of May 1946, sighted near lake Trehörningen. The sketch was made on September 16, 1946,”  

”Worker Johan Martin Holger Lundström, born March 15, 1927, registered and living at Trehörningen, parish of Umeå, postal adress Tavelsjö, telephone nr 29, Trehörningen: 

”Lundström corroborated Forsbergs information and stated that he during work in the gravel-pit suddenly heard a ”murmur” [Sw. blåsljud], which was rather strong. He looked around and then discovered an object which came through the air from the east and over the treetops on wooded hill just to the south of the gravel-pit. The object continued at very high speed over lake Trehörningen, where it, according to what Lundström could observed, changed its course somewhat to the south. The change of direction was, however, very small. Where the object disappeared he didn´t see, since it was covered by trees. It also flew very fast, and the sun was also annoying. Lundström believed, however, that the object landed in lake Trehörningen, since it lowered itself while in flight. Concerning the shape of the object, see the accomanying sketch, enclosure 2, which has been drawn by Lundström. On being questioned, Lundström declared that he had neither before nor after seen any similar object.”

”Sketch made by worker Holger Lundström of Trehörningen, parish of Umeå, and showing the shape of the object which he, one day at the end of May 1946, saw near lake Trehörningen. The sketch was drawn on September 16, 1946.”

”Worker Anders Tycho Andersson, born on December 23, 1901, registered and living at Trehörningen, parish of Umeå, postal address Tavelsjö, telephone nr 14, Trehörningen: 

”Andersson corroborated, where applicable, what was stated by Forsberg and Lundström. During their work in the gravel-pit he heard, about 16.00 hours, a ”roaring noise” from the east. He looked around and then he caught sight of and object that came flying from the east at a rather low altitude over the treetops and very high speed. The object mostly looked like a large sea-bird and had wings stretching a bit from and along the body. The wings were not moving and any exhaust, or similar, could not be seen coming from the object. In Anderssons view the sound from the object was most powerful when he first sighted it, whereafter it decreased in strength. The object went away in a westerly direction over lake Trehörningen, and, according to what Andersson could see ”it wobbled” when it got some distance over the lake, changing direction somewhat to the south. Where the object went, Andersson couldn´t see, since it was blocked by woods and the sun was annoying. Whether the object fell into lake Trehörningen Andersson did not want to say anything definite about. He was, however, of the opinion that it lowered itself since it had passed the spot where he was standing. Concerning the shape of the object, see the enclosed sketch, enclosure 3, drawn by Andersson. On special question Andersson stated that he neither before nor since had seen any similar phenomenon.”

”Sketch drawn by worker Tycho Andersson at Trehörningen, parish of Umeå, to show the object which he, one day at the end of May 1946, saw near lake Trehörningen. Sketch drawn on September 16, 1946.” 

Status: Unidentified

Source: Västerbottens-Kuriren, June 5, 1946; Police report from investigation in the Trehörningen area, September 20 (Defence Staff files).

June 4: A new phenomenon in Swedish skies!

At least, it couldn´t have been a Vampire jet that was seen, that afternoon (June 4), in the Trehörningen area. At 21.00 hours on that day the first three imported Vampire jets arrived and landed at the F13 air force wing in Norrköping. 

The jets were flown, in sunshine weather, from Hatfield in the UK, through Holland and Germany and through the south of Sweden. 18.000 spectators, on their way home from the soccer game between IFK Norrköping and the British Charlton team, got an extra free performance as the three British-built jets came whistling over their new home town. 

The new planes were the main attractions at several  air shows this summer. It is conceivable that the new jets caused more sightings of ”strange high altitude objects”, ”whistling sounds” and ”smoketrails” than what we know of. 

The first of these airshows were at the Barkarby air force base [the F8 wing] just three days later, June 6. At exactly 11.00 hours, one of the Vampires crossed over the awed audience at only 50 meters altitude and at almost 900 km/hour speed. Wrote the Stockholm Morgon Tidningen: ”Several times the monster flashed by with a sound that resembled a hard-working blowlamp... The pilot put in the air brakes and with an angry, whistling sound the monster stopped in front of one of the hangars.”  

Making another appearance, Sunday, June 16, at his homebase in Norrkoping, lieutenant Jan Oterdahl, head of the new Vampire division, was admired by 24.000 spectators. The same day another 10.000 spectators saw the Vampire - and many other Air Force planes - at the Nykoping air show, hosted by the F11 air force wing. 

Sources: Morgon Tidningen, June 4, 7 and 17. 

June 6: Sweden in great danger in case of war
At the Day of the Swedish flag festival in Mora (Dalarna) the Swedish Supreme Commander, general Helge Jung spoke about the dangers Sweden was in for, in case of a new war. ”A British reviewer, only a few days ago, pointed to the fact that the flight tracks between Russian and American bases go close by, and over, our country. On Scandinavian soil air and naval forces can be grouped with good possibilities of operating towards the west or the east. We must, therefore, count on that a super power is willing to occupy the whole, or parts of, our country before or after such a big conflict.” The general stated that ”...Sweden, if attacked by a super power, cannot stand alone in the long run.” (Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad (from TT), June 7).

Case xxx.

Rocket-bomb with intermittent bursts?
Time: Saturday, June 8, at 23.00 hours

Place: Eskilstuna, county of Södermanland

This case was first reported in Eskilstuna-Kuriren on June 11: 

”V-BOMB SEEN OVER HUGELSTA ON WHITSUN EVE. A number of reports of silvery objects, which brings to mind the German V-bombs, have recently been seen in the press, and late on Whitsun Eve a similar phenomenon was seen over Eskilstuna. The sighting was reported to Eskilstuna-Kuriren by an engineer who is an ex-pilot and must be regarded as a skilled and credible observer. 

”-- What I saw can´t be described in any other way than as a rocket with intermittent exhausts, he says. I had just put out the lights and stood by my window, when I, in the semi-darkness, saw something coming out of the clouds. I had the time to see three or four clear ”outbursts” or explosions. The bomb, if it was one, passed to the west of the city and in northerly direction direction [of flight]. It seemed to be going down at an angle of almost 30 degrees - on this I can´t, of course, be definitely sure - and in that case it ought to have crashed somewhere in the neighbourhood. Possiby it went to the north, over Hugelsta. 

”It could not, says the observer, have been any of our new jets, which have a invariable exhaust and therefore shine like an ordinary rocket. The same did the later V-weapons [V-2] while the first [V-1] had intermittent power.”

This article was also published by the Dagens Nyheter, the same day (June 11), and, in a much shorter version, by the Svenska Dagbladet on June 12. It is obvious, from cases we have studied, that the Defence Staff didn´t read [the liberal] Dagens Nyheter, while stories published by [the conservative] Aftonbladet and Svenska Dagbladet were duely noted. Thus it wasn´t until the 12th, when someone at the Staff read Svenska Dagbladet, that this case was noted.

Someone (at the Staff) managed to trace the witness and, seemingly, spoke to him on the phone. The witness was an engineer Enhörning, employed by the Bolinder-Munktell company [a tractor factory]. Seemingly, Mr. Enhörning told the Staff he had seen the phenomenon ”at eleven” and the interviewer wrote 11.00 on his piece of paper. 11.00 was also recorded, in the Defence Staff analysis table, while the correct time of the sighting was in the evening, 23.00, after sundown.  

The witness didn´t believe it was a meteorite he had seen, the exhaust burst had been clear and apparent, ”like from several succesive rockets”. ”Didn´t see the object, just a light phenomenon”, ”distance 800-1.000 meters”, ”faster than an airplane, like an airplane diving”, ”no sound”, ”probable crash close to the Hugelsta farm near Stockholmsvägen [the road to Stockholm]”.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

The case was registered, in the analysis table, as a daytime sighting (11.00 hours) of ”a silvery rocket”, while, actually, it was only a nighttime - sundown was at about 9 o´clock - occurence. The Staff was impressed with Mr. Enhörnings credentials as a technician and as a previous pilot (a colleague!) and with his statement of seeing ”intermittent bursts” (everyone at the Staff knew about the V-1:s mode of appearance), and so the Staff attributed a high value to the sighting. It is very probable, however, that a meteorite frictioning in the atmosphere caused the three or four ”intermittent bursts” observed. The only mystery is, maybe, that noone else reported the meteor that evening. The V-1 tag for what Mr. Enhörning saw may have been inspired by the Eskilstuna air show, two weeks before, where a V-1 was on display for the first time outside of Stockholm.   

Status: Probable meteor.

Sources: Eskilstuna-Kuriren (credit: Kjell Jonsson) and Dagens Nyheter, June 11; Svenska Dagbladet, June 12 [Defence Staff files]; Notes in Defence Staff files.

Case xxx.

A meteor over a navy vessel
Time: Sunday, June 9, at between 00.30 and 01.30.

Place: Sandhamn in the Stockholm archipelago. 

A civil employee at the Stockholm navy yard wrote the following report:

”Report on light phenomenon in on account of Fst Avd L, Nr 7:49, on June 12, 1946. To the Defence Staff, department L.  Herewith I humbly report that on the 9th I observed a light phenomenon under the following circumstances. 

”Place of the observer: on board the [Navy] picket-boat Regulus moored to the club house pier at Sandhamn. Time: Sunday the 9th of June at 00.30 - 01.30. Direction: At sea off Sandhamn in the direction of Revengegrundets light-buoy. Degree of altitude: 2 

-6°.  Character and movements of the light: Steady white light moving in a slight curve fron the right to the left (from south to north) and at the same time descending. Duration about 3 seconds from discovery, wherefore other persons present, who were notified about the light, did not have the time to perceive it. The light had a very great likeness to a ”starfall” but was very powerful and moved at a slower rate of speed. The night was so bright that ordinary falling stars would not be possible to observe. First impression was that someone had signaled with a rocket [distress rocket] at sea, but the horisontal movement and the beautiful weather made this unlikely.  Stockholm, June 20. /signed/ Pontus Melin, civil engineer, employed by the Stockholm naval yard, telephone ”Marindistriktet” 306.”

Status: Probable meteor

Source: Report on June 20 [Defence Staff files]

Case xxx.

The Finnish meteor of June 9
Time: Sunday, June 9, about 22.15.

Place: Southern parts of Finland 

On June 9 the ”ghost rockets” ”arrived” in Finland and caused a very heated debate there. We have noted sightings from (at least) about twenty places in the southern part of Finland: 

”A mysterious light phenomenon, which is being connected to the so called ghost rockets over Sweden and Denmark were seen, Sunday evening also over our country. In Helsingfors (Helsinki)  the mysterious rocket was observed at 22.17 and at Tammerfors five minutes before. Information on the flight direction of the mysterious rocket are conflicting. The Helsingfors witnesses state northeast - southwest, at Salo it moved on a southerly course and in Tammerfors and Kallvik to the east. The phenomenon must have happened at a very great height. 

”OBSERVATIONS AT SEVERAL PLACES. One of those who saw the phenomenon over Helsingfors is dr Aarno Snellman. According to his statement to Hufvudstadsbladet, yesterday evening, he was sitting, at about 22.00 hours, on his balcony, facing the western sky, when he noticed the light phenomenon. He describes the phenomenon as a magnesium light, which moved at great speed in direction northeast - southwest. Where the phenomenon started he couldn´t say since the wall blocked his view. The phenomenon lasted only 1-2 seconds and had then moved about 20 degrees in the sky. While the rocket-like point of light passed this trajectory, it spread sparks of considerable dimensions and even light-balls. It almost looked like a series of explosions had occured. No sounds were heard by dr. Snellman, however. ”The rocket” left a cloud- and smoke-streak, which here and there was double, and this streak remained hovering in the sky for a long time. At what altitude the phenomenon happened was, according to dr Snellman, impossible to estimate.” 

”Hufvudstadsbladet yesterday had contact with another eye-witness, who saw the phenomenon from Kallvik. He stated emphatically that the mysterious rocket moved eastwards. According to this witness the rocket moved at 25-27 degrees angle upwards, where the trajectory curved, whereafter the rocket went out. It appeared suddenly in the center of the sky. Otherwise the information check out with dr. Snellman´s... ..since the phenomenon was seen almost simultaneously over Helsingfors, Salo and Tammerfors it must have moved at an altitude of at least 50 kilometres and the speed must have been immense. From experts it is thought, as stated before, that it could not be a meteorite. If, thus, it is a product of engineering art it must be something fantastic.” 

”Sunday evening a similar light phenomenon was observed at Salo as in the Helsingfors area. The light came at an enormous speed towards earth but turned towards south and disappeared out of view. The phenomenon left a burst of fire behind. Afterwards a sound like an explosion was heard. Two experts, one in Dickursby, the other in Helsingfors, could by comparison state that they had seen the phenomenon from the same angle, wherefore one can judge that...it moved several tenth of kilometers above the earth.” 

”At Tammerfors a light phenomenon was observed at 22.12 on Sunday evening, moving towards the east and leaving a smoke-trail behind. The phenomenon was also observed at Teisko.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, June 11).

”At Fredrikshamn a lightphenomenon had been seen Sunday night at 22.20, moving in a direction from NE to SW, leaving behind a firetail. The phenomenon lasted for a few seconds.”

”At Dalsvik, 18 km W of Helsingfors, a few inhabitants discovered a phenomenon in the western sky, as if a rocket ascending. Several explosions were observed, leaving behind tails of smoke like from an airplane... The light seemed to move in a W-S direction. In connection with the phenomenon a thunderlike sound was heard.” 

”Our newspaper has had contact with a few persons who observed the phenomenon... One of them was indoors at about 22.20 as he saw something like a lighting in the room. ...as he hurried out he saw that the sky was completely bright... At the same time he saw a long streak of light which in a short time transformed into a tail of smoke...” (Helsingin Sanomat, June 11 [Finnish-Swedish translation of article from the Swedish military attaché in Helsingfors. The Helsingin Sanomat translation also has other observations from Helsingfors and Riihimäki, not detailed here].

A report (nr 69/3:45/1946) from the Swedish military attaché in Helsingfors lists many sightings from places in the Helsingfors area, plus ten other places:

”Observations concerning the light phenomenon 9.6.1946 in Finland. The observations places and the sightings: 

1. Haapajärvi: 22.17. Light phenomenon moving W-E, left a streak of fire. 

2. Liperi: 22.17. A bright flame which moved on the southern sky in direction NW-SE and left a streak of smoke. 

3. Tampere [Tammerfors]: -  Falling star in the SW (?)

4. Lammi: -  Light phenomenon leaving sparks behind, a smoke-trail remained.

5. Lahti: 22.17. The light flew NW-SE. Silvery cylinder, the front of which was brilliant like fire (lit up by the sun?), smoketail with two ends.

6. Mankala: -  Light phenomenon in the south.

7. Orimattila:  -  Light phenomenon which moved in direction NW-SE on the southern sky. Explosion, sparks, a cloud of smoke.

8. Pornainen:  -  A rocket-like light phenomenon, diving towards earth, direction NE-SW. Smoketrail that remained for 10 minutes.

9 Helsingfors area:

   Koivuniemi: 22.15. Light in direction NW-SE.

   Käpylä: 1.  -  Rising trajectory, direction SW.

                2.  -  Horisontal trajectory, ending at a                                          

                     yellow light, direction N-S.

   Mellunkylä:  -  Light phenomenon, like a firework.

   Degerö:  -   Two silvery balls, left a firestreak be-

                     hind, whistling sound, direction NW-SE

   Herttoniemi:  -  Descending trajectory, direction NE-

                      SW.

   Jollas:  -   A sparkling streak of light that went out.

   City centre: 1. Descending trajectory, three explo-

                       sions at which the trajectory changes 

                       direction, yellow light, whistling sound.

                       2. One red and two white lights.

                       3. Explosion, fireburst, smoketrail, 

                       direction SSW.

                       4. 22.17. Light phenomenon started as 

                       a point, grew bigger, disappeared. 

                       Great and even speed, smoketrail

                       left behind. 

                       5. A red light in direction NE-SW, 

                       smoketrail for 10 min afterwards, 

                       altitude 10 km.

   Kilo: 22.05 (?): Ascending trajectory, flame, smoke-

                       trail, direction SSW.

10. Suomusjärvi: 22.20. Light phenomenon that fell behind the woods, explosion.

11. Meltola: 22.35. In the sky a light, moved in direction NW-SE, transformed into a smoketrail. A mighty explosion after about 1 - 1½ minute.” 

In his previous report from Helsinki, nr 68/3:43/1946, the attaché reported on the press debate and a sighting by his colleague: ”Myself I haven´t seen the phenomenon, but the naval attaché saw it as a very powerful flaming light (like a magnesium lightning), fully seen although he had his back turned on it. The light was followed by a wave-shaped, white trail of smoke. The direction was estimated to be Helsingfors - the Porkkala area.” 

Statements and conclusions by the experts:

”Professor Gustaf Järnefelt says, in a statement to [the newspaper] Nya Pressen, that he believes it was the question of an ordinary meteor, and the astronomer at the University observatory, doktor Ölander, who also saw the phenomenon, says that it was a falling star, more powerful than what is usual.” (TT newswire, June 11)
”Concerning the light phenomenon observed Whit-Sunday on Tuesday it is reported, from a credible source, that the astronomer at the Astronomical observatory of the Helsingfors University, dr. V.R. Ölander, had sighted the phenomenon and found that it was an unusually bright meteor. To this official statement should be added that the military authorities, who have collected reports on the ghost light, even on Tuesday morning claimed that the light phenomenon was caused by som version of the V-2, which should have flown at an altitude of 40-60 km. After the statements by the astronomers the discussion about the strange occurence should be ended.” (Dagens Nyheter, June 11).

But the military did not give in: ”A high-ranking Finnish officer declares that there are strong signs that the light phenomenon was caused by a rocket projectile like the German V-2 bomb. This view is shared by the newspaper Ilta Sanomat, stating that the projectile went on a very great altitude. It is reported that the occurence now is investigated by the Air Force and the Meteorological Institute.” (Helsingborgs Dagblad, June 12). 

On July 12, more than one month after the sightings, lieutenant colonel S.Tilly, the Swedish military attaché in Helsingfors sent the following report to his superiors at the Defence Staffs foreign department in Stockholm: 

”The following belated information has been received concerning the light phenomena seen in Finland on June 9. The Air Force meteorologist (Captain Palosuo), dr. Kukkamäki of the Geodetic institute and dr. Sucksdorff of the Meteorological Central Institute are [all] of the opinion that the phenomenon with the highest degree of probability was a meteor. Supported by some thirty reports they think they have established the trajectory as [going via] Björneborg - Nokia (west of Tammerfors) - Kotka - Fredikshamn. Altitude was 40.000 meters. Speed about 2.800 km/h. Any similar sightings have not been made, neither before nor after. Helsingfors, June 12, 1946. /singed/, S.Tilly.”                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                But someone at the editorial offices of Uusi Suomi, [Finnish newspaper], possibly with some connection to the military, was of an opposite opinion. On July 16 he wrote in no uncertain words: 

”Supported by a summary of the sightings from different parts of the country, [unnamed!] scientists in these areas have now concluded, according to what Uusi Suomi has learnt, that it could not be the question of a falling star. The projectile had, after first having flown at a completely straight course, suddenly turned around and thereafter once again continued along a straight trajectory. This circumstance excludes completely [sic] the possibility of a meteor, which during its flight trajectory never [would] perform any curves except for when its falling to ground, which was not the case now. Thus it must have been a contraption built by people, which evidently, through its enormous speed, is based on, in many respects, completely new principles. It should be mentioned that similar phenomena have been sighted a number of times during this summer. The latest one over Helsingfors yesterday morning at 05.30 [refers to case xxx].”  (Uusi Suomi, July 16).

Some military and conservative circles were not easy to convince! But dr. Ölander persisted and in another interview [published by TT on the same date, July 16] he once again stated his opinion that the phenomenon was a meteor. The debate (which may seen rather unneeded) continued on into August. 

Hufvudstadsbladet interviewed two professional Finnish astronomers, writing: ”In an interview with...professor Gustaf Järnefelt, he states that he has not seen any ghost rockets himself, but that he, in the cases where he has had direct contact with first-hand witnesses, has come to a complete clarity that it has been the question of meteors. There has not been any hesitation at all, since they have been typical of their sort. He is also inclined to regard all the other cases as meteors, but does not want to declare that with certainty. Also the celestial phenomena seen in Sweden and Denmark he primarily thinks to be meteors and he will, in Sweden and Denmark, where he travels today, discuss the question with astronomical experts.

”Y. Väisälä, professor of astronomy at the Turun Yliopisto, has made the following declaration regarding the phenomenon on June 9. ”Since, having had at my disposal the careful observations made by another astronomer by profession, dr. V.R. Ölander from Helsingfors, I have collated them with my own notes, and confirmed my previous results, derived from my own and many laymens observations. It was really the question of a meteor, the end point of which lay approximately between Åbo [Turku] and Helsingfors, and at an altitude of about 30 kilometres. The speed of the body was tenths of kilometers per second, in no case less than 11 km/sec, which it should be if it had been sent from ground [??]. The celestial origin of the light phenomenon it thus almost without any doubt.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, August 17 [Defence Staff files]).

Status: Meteor

Sources: Hufvudstadsbladet, June 11 and August 17;  Helsingin Sanomat, June 11; Dagens Nyheter, June 12; Helsingborgs Dagblad, June 12; TT newswires on June 10, June 11 and July 16; Uusi Suomi, July 16; Reports nr 68/3:43/1946, 69/3:43/1946 and 82/3:55/1946 from the military attaché (Defence Staff files).

Case xxx.

An orange light 

Time: June 11, at 21.00 hours

Place: 5 km east of Töreboda, county of Västergötland

No details are available on this case except that it was reported by a military storekeeper, A. Blomkvist from Töreboda, working for the regional military staff at Skövde. Blomqvist sighted a blinking orange-coloured light, in the northeast, from about 21.00 and with a 50 minute duration. Estimated altitude: 1.000 meters. The case is found in the Defence Staff report tabulation but with no other documentation.

Status: Insufficient information

Source: Entry on Defence Staff tabulation

June 12: Call for military reports 
By Wednesday, June 12, the situation at the Defence Staff called for more and better reports on the mysterious heavenly phenomena. The Eskilstuna case (June 8) and the Finnish meteor (June 9) had a decisive effect on the military bureacracy. It seems that reports of fast-moving objects (which the military system in Sweden as well as in Finland failed to identify as meteors) were of greater significance than reports of (relatively) slow-moving derigible-like objects, like in the Stora Mellösa case. Mr. Enhörning, the technician at Eskilstuna, had reported ”intermittent bursts” which was a sign of the V-1. 

The Defence Staff decided to make a call for reports through the military organizations. The following memo was dispatched in 221 copies to national and regional staffs and units in the army, air force and navy: 

”Headquarters, Defence Staff. Department L (Air Defence) nr 7:49. June 12, 1946. Reports concerning light phenomena.

”In the latest weeks certain light phenomena etc have been sighted over Swedish territory. It cannot be ruled out that these could be connected to tests, by a foreign power, of types of remotely-piloted weapons. To get better information, than what presently can be achieved through newspapers and from single observers, personnel at staffs and military units, first of all sentries, night-guards etc, should, until further notice, be notified to observe and report sightings in the air, which may seem peculiar. For this, the following instructions concerns reporting, and could also serve as a guidance for questioning civilians who report their sightings to military authoritíes.   

”1. Report should include:

     the reporters location at the time of sighting,

     the time,

     direction where the phenomenon was observed,

     angle of height, course and

     description of the phenomenon.

     The place should be stated according to field map,

     The time should, if possible, be fixed within 1

     minute, and the duration should be estimated, e.g.

     ”0254, light 20 seconds thereafter smoketrail 50 

     seconds”. The observer´s clock should be          

     compared to Swedish standard time and the time   

     should be stated accordingly. 

     The direction is decided over a certain point in the

      terrain, whereafter the direction later should be 

      measured by a compass.

      The angle of height and course should be stated

      only when this can safely be done. Especially, 

      any observed movement in height should be 

      reported and whether the course was straight 

      or zig-zagged (curved). 

      At the desciption the objects appearance (shape)

      and the colour of the light (smoke) should be 

      reported, stating whether the light (smoke) was

      regular, intermittent, etc. Sound phenomena 

      (noise, bangs, hissing etc) should particularly

      be stated. If possible the time difference between      

      visual appearance of the phenomenon, and when 

      the sound was heard, should be reported.

   2. Report should be sent by unit chief (or similar) 

      as soon as possible directly to the Defence Staff´s 

      Air Defence department (tel. ”military staffs”), in 

      non-office hours by the officer on duty (or similar)

      to the officer on duty at the military staff building, 

      Stockholm (tel. ”first line of the military staffs”). If

      an exensive number of sightings should occur 

      they should be mailed by post.       

   3. Reports should not be released for publication. 

      On being asked for this reference should be made

      to section III of the Defence Staff. 


On order of the Supreme Commander


/signed/  T.Bonde

 
acting chief of the Defence Staff 



/signed/ Nils Ahlgren

We know, from the archives, that the order was widely circulated at the regional level. For instance, we know that about 60 copies were made and dispatched (on June 26), by the North Swedish regional military staff, to chiefs of local police, Home Guard chiefs and customs outposts. On July 8, the County Government Board [Länsstyrelsen] at Örebro sent a similar reporting order to all police chiefs in that county.  

The document introduces two of the key figures in the Swedish ghost rocket mystery. 

Photos of Bonde and Ahlgren 

For biographical details see Appendix xx. 

June 13: Second White Sands shot
The second V2 shot from, on 13 June, reached an altitude of 73 miles. Instruments on board caught data on the ionosphere and solar radiation. (von Braun & Ordway: History of rocketry & space travel, 1975, page 123.)

Case xxx.

Fireball in northern Finland
Time: June 14, 1946, about 22.00 hours

Place: Sodankylä region of northern Finland

This sighting was reported to the Defence Staff, on September 25, 1948, by S.Tilly, the Swedish military attaché in Helsingfors. The meteorological station at Sodankylä had, ”in strictest confidence”, given Tilly notes from their observations diary. Four different sightings were reported, three in 1946, one in 1947. 
The June 14 sighting was of a fireball in the NW with a lingering light for about 2-3 seconds.

Status: Meteor

Source: Letter from S.Tilly to the Defence Staff [Defence Staff files]

Stalin on the fate of Wallenberg
”On June 15, 1946, the question [of Wallenbergs fate] was unhappily taken to the highest level when the Swedish ambassador in Moscow, Staffan Söderblom, was on his farewell audience with Stalin and brought up Wallenberg. ”Was Wallenberg his name”, Stalin asked, writing the name down on a piece of paper, and promising that the matter would ”be investigated and settled”. (Yngve Möller: Östen Undén. A biography. Norstedts, 1986, page 276). 

(50 years later the question of Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenbergs fate has yet to be definitely settled. After having helped jews in Hungary Wallenberg was arrested, in January 1945, by the Russians and brought to Moscow where he may have died in a prison in 1947, although many people doubt this.)
Case xxx.

A glistening object without wings
Time: Sunday, June 16, 16.45 hours

Place: Svenshögen, Ödsmål, in the province of Bohuslän (county: Göteborgs och Bohuslän)

An immediate result of the June 12 memo was the following letter: 

”The Western Airbase area, Gothenburg. Nr 201. To the Air Defence department at the Defence Staff: 

”Before the arrival of memo concerning [routines for] reporting of certain light phenomena, the following report had been phoned in to this Staff. An engineer Berglund, employee of the State Railways [Statens Järnvägar], had, during a walk in the woods by lake St. Hällungen (Bohuslän near Svenshögen. Ödsmål) heard an unusual sound from the air, as from a two-stroke engine. He had stopped and looked up in the direction of the sound and thereby seen an object glistening in the sun at great height, without wings, which hastily moved in direction SSE-NNW leaving a long trail of smoke. Sky was clear with no clouds, the phenomenon lasted 30 seconds, at the most, and was sighted at 16.45 hours.  Göteborg, June 17, 1946. /signed/ S.H.Liljhagen, chief of staff.

Status: Possible high altitude aircraft

Source: Letter in Defence Staff files

Case xxx.

A crash in Dalecarlia?
Time: Before June 17, 1946

Place: Province of Dalecarlia (Dalarna)

This case, reported in the American Newsweek, is unknown from all our Swedish sources (defence files, newspapers, etc). If it wasn´t for the name of the source, the report would be regarded as highly dubious: 

”MYSTERY V-BOMBS. During the war the Nazis fired several test V-rockets over Sweden from the Danish island of Bornholm [this is not true!]. Now they´re coming again. It´s impossible to tell who, where or why, but someone in Europe is firing long-range secret rockets patterned on Nazi vengeance weapons. The facts: In the last few weeks several have been observed passing over Sweden. Last week one burst into three parts over the Swedish province of Dalecarlia near Kopparberg. Swedish military patrols are looking for wreckage, but it´s a tough job in the thick forests of the area and so far none has been found. Swedish observers say the winged projectiles traveled at a fantastic speed horizontally. The direction of flight suggested they came from the southeast or south.”

Status: Insufficient information (unknown in Sweden)

Source: Newsweek, June 17, 1946, ”The Periscope”.

June 18: A  new lethal weapon...
Swedish newspapers distributed this gloomy American preview of the future:

”TOOTH-PASTE  TUBE -- NEW DANGEROUS WEAPON. RADIO-CONTROLLED PROJECTILE  DROWNS TARGET WITH MOLTEN METAL. Washington the 18th (TT from Reuter). Major General Everatt Hughes of the American Army has revealed some details about a terrible weapon yet in the stages of experiment but expected to be the answer to the nuclear bombs or rockets with nuclear weapons. It is the question of a rocket, fired from an airplane and then controlled by radar or electronic means toward its taget. As the projectile comes close it starts to eject molten metal almost like when you press tooth-paste out of a tube.” (Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, June 19, Umebladet, June 22). 

June 19: Commission to England to study rocket weapons 
A seven-headed Swedish defence commission visited England (June 19 -- July 10) to study the problems and progress in rocket weapon technology. The first five days were used for a detailed study of the ”Exhibition of German aeronautical developments” at the Science Museum in London, where V-weapons and other German rocket materials were on display. 

The commission, headed by Lieutenant Colonel Jentzen, was appointed by the Supreme Commander (ÖB) on May 31, just one week after the first flap of publicized ghost rocket reports. It is most doubtful, however, that there was ever any connection at all with the new flaming phenomena in the skies. 

Swedish defence had a natural, long-time interest in new technologies and the overall reason for going to Britain was an interest in learning and seeing for the sake of our own weapon constructions. In February 1945 a cross-service organisation ”the Central command for coordination of reaction and rocket power” (abbreviated: CLR) had been formed to coordinate army, navy and air force development in this area. Members of the commission were also members of the CLR. 

Commission members travelled alone or in small groups, each one with a specialized area to cover, such as ”solid propellant rockets”, ”ballistic measurement techniques” or ”guidande problems”. 

One member was engineer Torsten Wilner of the Research Institute of National Defence (FOA) who, specializing in ”liquid fuel rockets”, not more than some ten days after arriving back from Britain, came to play a part in the on site investigation of the lake Kölmjärv crash [case xxx]. While in Britain, Wilner tried to arrange a study tour to Farnborough, center of British aerodynamic and rocket research, but failed. ”It is to be noted that concerning some of the problem areas, of interest to the commission, official permission for studies were not received”, wrote Jentzen. The Swedes saw a lot but were not let in on any of the latest secrets...

Another commission member was Grabe (of FOA) who later had a ghost rocket sighting of his own [case xxx]  

”The commission tried to avoid a conspicuous behaviour. Attempts to create publicity...could be averted. This apparently contributed to increase the open-heartedness we received from British authorities”, wrote Jentzen in his final report. Yes, there was never a mention, during the ghost rocket wave, of the commission´s work. 

In all, eigth different defence research institutions were visited and the tour ended with a farewell dinner at Claridge´s for ten British guests who had opened their doors for the Swedes.

Source: Report in ”Regoff. forskn.” archives, series FIII, volume 13. [War Archives, Stockholm]

Case xxx.

A meteor over Getahult?

Time: June 19, at 01.40 in the night

Place: Getahult, province of Småland (county of Kalmar)

”Light phenomenon

”Telephone from the Kalmar fo (Local Defence Area Staff) on June 19, at 10.40 hours. 

”1 km E of Getahult, 6 km NW of Nybro

”Time: June 19, at 01.40.

”Light about 5 seconds, then a lightstreak for about 30 seconds. 

”Direction: southerly

”Degree of altitude: over treetops on the horizon

”Course: from east to the west

”Description: Light cone, yellow-white, straight course, no sound. 

Status: Meteor

Source: Typewritten report in Defence Staff files.

Case xxx.

Another Finnish fireball
Time: Thursday, June 20, at 22.20 (21.20 Swedish time)

Place: southern Finland

”FLASHING RED METEOR IN SOUTHERN FINLAND. At 22:20 o´clock on Thursday evening was observed again a strange luminous phenomenon in the sky. It was also obvious that a meteor was concerned. The luminosity, which was plainly perceptible against the light summer evening, moved slowly forward in a direction from south to north, and flamed red. According to the observers´ opinion the meteor ought to have fallen down somewhere in the Pellinge area of [the] Nylands island.”  

Status: Insufficient information
Source: Morgon Tidningen, June 22 in Thomas Bullard: The Airship File.

Case xxx.

A fireball among the clouds
Time: Thursday, June 20, at 23.17 hours

Place: Stadsgården, central Stockholm

The following report was sent, on June 21, from the F8 air force wing at Barkarby to the Defence Staff:

”Staff sergeant 8163-1-41 J.E.A.Gustavsson reports. To the head of F8. Herewith I humbly report the following sighting made by me on Thursday, June 20, 1946, concerning a light phenomenon. The place of the sighting was Stadsgården vid Katarinahissen and the time was 23.17. The pheonomenon was seen in a northerly direction and was judged to have a course towards the NNE. Angle over the horizon was 20° and the distance seemed very great. The phenomenon moved rather slowly. The light was continous and lasted for about 5 seconds, was in the beginning weak and increased into an intense white light, only to decrease and disappear behind a cloud. Size was about as a star, but the light was much stronger than a star. Barkarby, June 21, 1946. /signed/ Alvar Gustavsson, staff sergeant.

Status: Possible meteor

Source: Letter in Defence Staff files.

June 21: Mini-plane in A.A. training

The post-war years presented Sweden with a multitude of military gadgets:
”ENGLISH MINIATURE PLANE TRAINING SWEDISH ANTI-AIRCRAFT DEFENCE. Stockholm, June 21 (TT). The English Air Major and test pilot Tommy Rose, who has come to Stockholm with the specially constructed British target towing plane Martinet, exibited on Thursday the plane to the Swedish expertise. He had generously offered to entertain with champagne if anyone managed to shoot down the miniature plane which make up the target of the tow. It had taken the British Navy ten years to learn that art in a safe way. The Swedish Coastal Artillery men needed six salvos of five shots with their 40 mm Bofors gun to score the hit, but then they also shot of the towing line so that the [miniature] plane crashed to the ground. The trial shootings will continue the coming days in co-operation between Svensk flygtjänst and military authorities.” 

Source: Umebladet, June 22.  

June 21: Speculation from Britain
”FLYING BOMBS OVER SWEDEN? London, June 21 (NTB [Norwegian news agency] from Reuters). People in Sweden think they have seen radio-controlled flying bombs passing regularly over their country the last few weeks, reports the Daily Mail special correspondent in Stockholm. Just one explosion has been reported [the unsubstantiated Newsweek report on June 17..?] but one has not been able to find any traces after the bomb. People are convinced that the bombs are Russian and that they are shot from the Baltic coast. A strange rocket bomb has also been seen over Finland. [The June 9 meteor]  The Finns say it is powered by a series of explosions and have a long ”fire-tail” after.” 

This Reuters message, published by Norwegian papers, was sent by the Swedish attaché in Oslo to his colleagues at the Defence Staff in Stockholm. It is dated as having arrived on ”26/4” (April 26) which probably should be ”26/6” (June 26).

Sources: Norwegian newspapers such as Vårt Land, Buskerud Blad and Fremtiden, June 21. Credit: Defence Staff archives and Ole Jonny Braenne.  
Case xxx.

A pink ball at great height

Time: Saturday, June 22, at 23.50 hours

Place: near Gottskär (county of Halland)

”The Gothenburg Defence Area Staff. Nr 732. June 26, 1946. Report on light phenomenon. [In reference to] Högkv/Fst nr 7:49, June 12, 1946, concerning light phenomenon. Herewith I humbly report that a light phenomenon was sighted, on the night between June 22 and 23 by two cornets [young soldiers] belonging to the, at Gottskär, located youth camp for veteran reserves. Location of the observers: 300 m S at the crossroads p 20 (1 km NW Gottskär) according to [the topographical map] Särö SO, 1:50.000. Time: June 22, at 23.50. Direction: in the NE. Angle of height: hard to judge. Course: southeasterly, straight. Description of phenomenon: Glowing ball, pink in colour, very great altitude, dissolved with some generation of smoke and sparks. Any confusion with airplane, rocket, or similar, does not exist. Both observeras are fully credible.  /signed/ Karl-Henrik Wilén, Lieutenant.”

No information in this report of the duration of the phenomenon, which would be essential to know.

Status: Insufficient information

Source: Letter in Defence Staff files

Case xxx.

A light phenomenon near Borlänge
Time: Sunday, June 23 (Midsummer´s Day), 08.30

Place: Borlänge, county of Dalarna

”METEOR, OR WHAT? A person thinks that he on the Midsummer´s Day morning saw a meteor or a luminous ball which at great speed crossed the sky, coming from the Tuna area and disappearing behind the Hönsarvsbergen [mountains]. Our spectator first thought it was light reflexes from his window pane, so he opened his window. But the light phenomenon was still there and any illusion or similar he did not want to believe that it was. The time was 08.30 in the morning. Now the question is: Has anyone else in this area seen the phenomenon, and in that case, at what time?”

Status: Insufficient information

Source: Borlänge Tidning, June 26, 1946. Credit: Berit Bergqvist. 

June 24: Wernher von Braun asked about Russian rocket capability
The June 21 report in the British press may have reached the U.S. military intelligence:

”Dr. Wernher von Braun, the German scientist who knew the most about the V-2 rocket program, had reached the United States with a select group of ex- Peenemünde rocket scientists and was getting oriented to his new surroundings in New Mexico, when an urgent confidential message was sent him from Washington. Dated June 24th, the message was from a worried U.S. military intelligence. According to a Major Hamill, dr. von Braun´s American assistant, the message was a request for answers to ”disturbing” questions. 

”It seems that the War Department wanted an immediate evaluation of the German rocket technicians left in the Soviet zone of occupied Germany and how long it might take such experts to perfect an intercontinental missile. Dr. von Braun knew of only two engineers who had sufficient knowledge of the over-all German V-2 rocket program and were clever enough to organize a long-range rocket development group. Any success by such group, he asserted, would no doubt take quite some time.”

Source: Loren Gross: UFO´s: a history. 1946: the ghost rockets, pp. 4-5 from: James McGovern: Crossbow and Overcast (1964). 

June 26: Seeking advice from the astonomers
On June 26, Major Ahlgren of the Air Defence department decided to seek advice from two prominent Swedish scientists: Professor Bertil Lindblad, astronomer at the Stockholm observatory at Saltsjöbaden, and professor Harald Norinder, the head of the High tension research institute at Uppsala. Lindblad created the Saltsjöbaden observatory and was one of most wellknown Swedish astronomers; Norinder was a specialist on thunder and lightning.

Ahlgren wrote the same letter to these two men:

”The Defence Staff. Air Defence department. Head of the department. 

”Since the end of May, sightings of certain celestial phenomena have repeatedly been made at different places in the country. As these phenomena, to a high degree, are suggestive of the kind of high altitude rockets that were present during the latter part of the world war, it has been questioned whether it couldn´t be a case of tests of such rockets. The Air defence department of the Defence Staff has therefore with attention followed the sightings made in Scandinavia. 

”However, it has from certain parties - especially in Finland - been questioned if the phenomenon does not originate from meteorites. It would of the greatest interest if the Professor would report your views in this question. 

”Within the Air Defence department a compilation has been made of reports which have come through the newspapers and through military sources. This compilation if enclosed as a guidance for your judgement. A study of the same shows that it is less probable that it is the question of rockets. The times of the sightings and the phenomenon´s altitude and course of direction, are surely very uncertain, which makes it hard to judge whether it is the same phenomenon that has been seen at different places. If that would be the case it would mean that the potential rockets as a rule have had a zig-zagged trajectory, which is not entirely impossible for radiodirected rockets, plus a very low rate of speed. These circumstances make it less probable that it is rockets. 

”The compilation must be regarded as confidential and should not be devulged publicly or to outsiders, since it might give a potential experimenter good guidance on his test results. 

”In the hope that the Professor would take an interest in the matter I have the honour of signing. /signed/ Nils Ahlgren, Major, Head of the Air Defence department.”

Bertil Lindblad answered on July 6, his letter arriving at the Staff on July 8, the day before the great July 9 daytime meteor. See his answer on page xxx. 

Did Harald Norinder give an answer?

Case xxx.

A daytime luminous ball 
Time: June 29 (?), at 14.30 hours

Place: Högbyskär, Svartsjölandet in the Stockholm archipelago

On July 11, after witnesses of luminous phenomena had been saught by the Defence Staff, through the press, H.Kellerman [?] sat down by his typewriter and wrote the following: 

”According to an invitation in today´s newspapers I will report that I, and my neighbour, as early as on Sunday, June 29 [actually June 29 was a Saturday], at about 14.30 hours, by coincidence sighted a luminous ball at good height, followed by a weak cloud of smoke. There was sunshine and a clear view, no engine sound could be heard. We perceived the phenomenon as a ”rocket”, coming from Swedish experiments or tests. 

”Direction: east - southwest. Place: Högbyskär, Svartsjölandet, wherefrom ”the rocket” was seen on level with Bro on the mainland on what we thought was a good height. Speed considerably higher than an airplane´s.  Stockholm as above, /signed/ H. Kellerman.”

Status: Probable meteor

Source: Letter in Defence Staff files

June 30: First Bikini nuclear test
Case xxx.

Rocket-bomb over Gävle?

Time: Sunday, June 30, shortly before 20.00 hours

Place: Gävle (county of Gävleborg)

”MYSTERIOUS PLANE OVER GÄVLE. A strange show in the sky was seen over Gävle on Sunday evening shortly before 20.00 hours. A few persons observed an object against the sky which, in all probability, could have been a rocket bomb or something similar. It crossed over the town in an east-westerly direction at an altitude which the spectators estimated at maybe 8-10.000 meters, but it was clearly visible against the clear evening sky [sundown at about 21.00 hours]. The projectile, whatever it might have been, could be discerned as an oblong grey body with a strong light i the stern. It disappeared after a few moments in a cloud of smoke.” (Svenska Dagbladet, July 2).

Without further details -- there is no evidence of a Defence Staff investigation of the case -- we must presume that the case has a very simple explanation, for instance one of the new Vampire jets. The Staff´s table lists the case as having occured on July 1, at 08.00 hours (were they sleeping at the Staff?). Their source is Sv.D. (Svenska Dagbladet), but there is an additional remark on the witnesses being ”a shopkeeper and his family”. The sighting was published by many Swedish newspapers through a TT newswire.   

Status: Probable high-altitude aircraft

Source: Svenska Dagbladet, Stockholms-Tidningen, and TT on July 2. Also in: Bullard: The Airship File.

Case xxx: 

A green box-shaped object
Time: First days of July, 13.15 (p.m.)

Place: Ludvika, Dalarna (BX45)

This incident was not reported until March 1986, but has a clear reference to the 1946 "ghost rocket wave" over Sweden. Mrs. Barbro Eriksson filled out a questionnaire for UFO-Sweden, where she has a detailed story to tell:

"This incident occured in the summer of 1946. I believe it was one of the first days of July. I had just become 17 years old, had ended school in May and was working for the Hakon Company [a wholesale business] in Ludvika for a couple of months during the summer. I was on my way up to Hammarbacken where there was a grocery store, to fetch coupons from ration cards, which were still in effect shortly after the war. 

"I had cycled past the church and was on my way towards Faluvägen. I was looking straight ahead and suddenly I noticed something in the sky above me. I looked up and saw a large object. I quickly jumped off my bicycle and watched, with great wonder, a large, rectangular, sharply green object that passed over me, somewhat to my right. 

Barbro Eriksson´s sketch of the object (sideview)
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"I remember noticing that there were no grooves or seams. The surface was completely smooth and somewhat convex. The sun reflected on the object, which seemed to be metallic. 

"It flew on a roughly south to north course, passing over "the old Brewery" and I saw it all the time, until it disappeared like a small black dot on the horizon, over the woods between Persbo and Hillbo. I have a very good memory, on the other hand I am not very good at estimating measures, but I don't think I am completely wrong if I state that the true length of the object was about 10 meters and it's height about three meters. First it looked like in figure 1. Later the shape changed because of the new perspective. Over the brewery (some 75 meters away) I saw the back part and then the object seemed to be almost squarish (see figure 2). 

Sketch from the back
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"The colour was very dark, almost black. The altitude was hard to judge, but according to my estimate it flew just above tree-top height (at the most, double tree-top height). The speed may have been like a propeller-driven airplane. Duration of sighting was about 1 1/2 minute. 

"The sky was completely blue on this day. No clouds, and I can't remember there was any wind to speak of. I can swear that it was a solid object that I saw. That it was metallic I can't say for sure, but I believe so because of the reflections. I felt no physical och psychical effects, except for a great sense of wonder. 

"The absence of sound was what surprised me most. I stood there for quite a while wondering over what I had just seen, before I continued on my bike. 

"I said nothing to my workmates. Only my mother was told the story, as I came home in the evening, and as long as my mother lived (until 1968) I told noone else about what I had seen. I had heard then (in 1946) about the ghost fliers in northern Sweden and knew that people were regarded as crazy, when reporting these phenomena. 

"Two days later I read a small article in Stockholms-Tidningen (inside the paper), that someone in Småland had seen a rectangular green object, going towards NNW, on the same day (and about noon). In that case it was found out that it couldn't be any airplane, helicopter, balloon or meteor, but the phenomenon was called an unidentified flying object. I think it was shortly after 13.00 hours when I left my place of work, but I am sure it was the same object. Both direction and time fit each other.

"While reconstructing the incident at the site yesterday (March 8, 1986) I can state, concerning the relative distance between thumb and forefinger,

that this measure would not cover the object. One part of the object had passed me when I first sighted it, therefore it is difficult to say, exactly... As I, yesterday, checked on the direction I found out that the object must have passed over, or near to, the Gränsgruvan mine. 

"I don't know what I saw, just that it was a rectangular "metallic block" that went through the air without the very slightest sound.”

Notes: UFO-Sweden's investigator Johan Kinneryd (a policeman by profession) wrote: "The richness of detail in this report is striking. In personal contacts with her (the witness) one has a very good impression. I see no reason at all to doubt her information." 

Clas Svahn also contacted Barbro Eriksson for additional information, which were supplied in a letter of Oct 29, 1986. In this she clarified a few points, for instance:

"You and several others have asked if there was any other person in the vicinity, who could have seen the object. No pedestrian, cyclist or motorist passed by during the time of the observation, I would absolutely have noticed that, if that had been the case. On the other hand it is possible that some car or bicycle passed by on the road to Borlänge. The object was dead silent, so I think it was plain luck that I spotted it so soon. If I had looked to the ground, I wouldn't have noticed anything. There was no time to look around to see if there was anyone around. If the object had hovered in the air I would certainly have attempted to contact others."

Anders Liljegren attempted to find the exact date of this sighting by reading through the microfilms of Stockholms-Tidningen for the period June 23 - Sept 23, but found no news story that fitted Barbro Eriksson's description. One similar case, however, occured in early August when a red rectangular object was seen on a south-to-north course over the west coast of Sweden (see case xxx). 

Rectangular bodies have been observed on a number of occations, internationally. For similar cases refer, for instance, to the following sources: Loren Gross: "UFO's a history. 1954: June-August", page 54; CUFOS Associate Newsletter, Sept 1981, page 1, 2 and 5 and CUFOS Associate Newsletter, January 1981, page 2

Status: Unidentified

Sources:UFO-Sweden questionnaire of March 8, 1986. Investigation by Gudrun Andersson and Johan Kinneryd, Väster-bergslagens UFO-förening. Letter from Johan Kinneryd, June 22, 1986. Letter from Barbro Eriksson to Clas Svahn, Oct. 29, 1986. 

ScanCat 1451.

Case xxx.

A white ball over Denmark

Time: First part of July, 1946, at 01.30 hours

Place: Linderupsgård, Faarevejle, Denmark

This is yet another retrospective case, claimed to have occured at the beginning of July 1946 but not reported until 1962. What we have is a SUFOI questionnaire from which the following summary can be made:

Mr. Gunnar E. Hansen was working on Klagesholm [?] out on the Lammefjorden [a bay in the Isefjord bay on Sjaelland]...when I caught sight of the object: a round white luminous ball with a white luminous trail behind. The trail did not remain long after the object had passed. It could remind you of a falling star but it was going to slow for that, and then it flew from horizon to horizon, from the west to the east. It looked similar to Echo 1 [a satellite wellknown when the report was made in 1962]. Hansen estimated the duration at about 15-20 seconds. Weather was clear. No sound was heard. The object had about the same size as a pea at arm´s length. 

Status: Possible meteor

Source: Questionnaire from the archives of Skandinavisk UFO Information (SUFOI) of Copenhagen, dated June 17, 1962.

Case xxx.

A close encounter with a ”cigar”?
Time: July 1946’

Place: Muggetorp near Vissefjärda in the county of Kalmar (province of Småland)

The following, anonymous story was received by the evening newspaper Aftonbladet in 1989 after it had made a call to their readers for UFO reports: 

”Time: July 1946. Place: Muggetorp, Småland. This ”cigar” I saw at a distance of about 30 meters. At a speed of about 40 km/h it flew through an avenue [of trees]. It was completely red with whiteglistening strips along a window, which was grey-white. No wings, no propellers, no signs, nothing. A weak, sighing [Sw. susande] sound was heard all the time, and inside ”the cigar” a dark shadow was moving. Name: Unknown.”

Status: Insufficient information

Source: Reader´s letter to Aftonbladet, published March 19, 1989.

July 1: The US Navy in Gothenburg
On July 1 the first American naval visit to Gothenburg since 1938. Destroyers Washington and Perry, the cruiser Little Rock anchor in the Swedish port on the North Sea. The three ships continue for Malmö, Copenhagen and Stockholm. (Stockholms-Tidningen, July 2). 
Case xxx: 

Torpedo similar to a V-2PRIVAT 

Time: July 1, between 10.30 and 12.00

Place: 3 km S Tossene, province of Bohuslän 

Report on July 5 (at 20.00 hours) to the research officer at the Defence Staff from the officer on duty at the I17, infantry regiment at Uddevalla:

"The officer on duty reports: Sergeant Sigurdsson, I17, has learned, from trustworthy people, the following: On July 1, sometime between 10.30 and 12.00, from a place about 3 kms south of the Tossene church (about 50 kms NW of Uddevalla), a torpedo-shaped object at a constant altitude of 3-4.000 m, on a constantly southwesterly course. The object was fully visible, had small wings and a tube (pipe) on its stern. Looked like a V2-bomb [the description is more like a V1]. No smoke emitted and speed was judged to be about 2-3 times that of a fast aircraft. A strong, humming noise like that of an oil engine was heard. The sound decreased gradually."

Notes: The place of this sighting is on the Swedish west coast. If going to the SW this would have brought the object over the Skagerak, the sea between Sweden, Norway and Denmark. This case is found on the Defence Staff tabulation but no further investigation (as, for example, trying to make contact with the original witness(es)) was performed. 

This case was compared, in a pencilled note by the Air Defence people, to the sighting at Gävle (case xxx), a case which the Staff had wrongly dated as having occured on July 1 at 08.00 hours. Distance Gävle - Uddevalla (Tossene) was about 400 km, thus the object (if it was the same) must have travelled at 170 km/h (provided the Tossene object was seen at 10.30). An equation with quite many uncertainties and a glaring mistake!

Status:  Unidentified.

Sources: Report to Defence Staff. Pencilled note on memo of the May 23-24 incidents. 

July 3: A reminder to keep quiet

1946 was a year of growing tensions. Most countries wanted to know what their adversaries were up to, and Sweden - although declared neutral - was not passive in this game. Several spies were caught and their stories were published in the media. In the war years there was a popular saying: ”en svensk tiger”, meaning ”a Swede keeps quite”, but which could also be translated as ”a Swedish tiger”. 

In early July the following reminder was sent to all units of the Swedish Air Force by the Head of the Air Staff:

”To F1-F18, F20, F21, FCS, FKHS, E1-E4, Flybo S, W, O, N, FBS, SCFF, CVM, CVV, CVA:

”The following is a reminder of the professional secrecy, högkvo [order from the Supreme Commander] on July 1, 1946, nr H 7:5, [and should] be parted to all subordinate personnel according to this:

”On June 8, 1945, ÖB [the Supreme Commander] appealed to the personnel of the armed forces to observe the required secretiveness about Swedish military conditions. Although there has been an armistice in Europe, it could be counted on that the military intelligence organizations of foreign powers still would be working intensely and still would try to find out, in different ways, information about the Swedish armed forces personnel, material and organization, etc. 

”In recent times there have been incidents which confirm our misgivings in this area. From certain foreign parts tangible attempts have been made to collect military information of a secret nature. As an example could be mentioned that a military attaché, at an embassy of a great power represented here, recently tried to bribe a Swedish officer in order to acquire such information. The military attaché in question has now left the kingdom.

”In view of this, the Supreme Commander would, once again, inculcate the importance that the required secretiveness about Swedish military circumstances [should] be followed and that report to the closest superior immediately be made, when suspicions of illegal intelligence activities from foreign powers arise. In order to be able to take required countermeasures, such report by the unit commander (or similar), except for through regular channels, also immediately be transfered directly to the Head of the Defence Staff´s home department. 

”This order should be given to all active or on duty officers and non-commissioned officers (similar). Further, all personnel on duty should be reminded of the orders in högkv:fst nr 7:43, June 8, 1945 (fo nr B 72/1945) concering secretiveness (TLB nr 62/1945) in those parts where they are still applicable. Stockholm, July 3, 1946. On order. A. Ljungdahl, head of the Air Staff.”

One or two years later a Colonel from the Swedish Air Force, Stig Wennerström, received, in secrecy, 5.000 kronor from the Russian air attaché in Stockholm to report details on a secret air field in Uppland suspected by the Russians to be a secret NATO base. This started one of the greatest spy cases in Swedish history, but that is quite another story...

Source: Air Staff, Centralexpeditionen, Serie BI, volume 24 (War Archives, Stockholm)

July 3: American research co-ordinated 
”On July 3, 1946, most of the serious squabbling between the Army Air Force and the Navy was settled by the establishment of a joint Research and Development Board which received its authority directly from the civlian posts of the Secretaries of the Navy and War. The various military boards and committees, with their overlapping authority and spheres of operation concerning military research, were reorganized into just four subcommittees.” (Loren Gross: The mystery of the ghost rockets, 1982, page 2).

Stockholms-Tidningen (St.T.) noted this American development in a short article on July 11: 

”US PROJECTILE  WITH  A  3000  KM  RANGE. 

New York, July 10 (St.T.). A special committee, appointed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, demand that  bases be established on the American continent and on certain islands in the Caribbean and Pacific areas, wherefrom rockets can be fired at targets 3.000 km:s distant. A commission established by the Army and the Navy is proposed to oversee international complications that might arise by the firing of rockets outside of American territory. General Everett Hughes, head of the US Army Administration (?), expects radiocontrolled rockets to explode, in the future, among formations of bombers at altitudes which current air-defence canons cannot reach.” 
Case xxx.

A light over Helsingfors

Time: July 4, at 21.30 hours [20.30 Swedish time]

Place: Helsingfors

The following is scribbled on a piece of paper in the Defence Staff files: 

”Report [on] August 6 by a Swede who has visited Finland. On July 4, 21.30, an object was seen at great height which died out, whereafter a new light developed. No sound. In Helsingfors there was much talk about such...[illegible]...others had since May seen phenomena with explosions in their trajectories, though to come from Porkkala [small part of Finland surrendered to the Soviet Union between 1944 and 1956]. In Helsingfors many have seen such phenomena. People close to Porkkala complain that in the nights they are woken up by explosions from the area. In Lahtis light phenomena have been seen during July, in the evenings. Hufvudstadsbladet has reported that they no longer are allowed to even write that it is [the question of] meteors.”

Status: Meteor

Source: Notes in Defence Staff files

Case xxx: 

Torpedo over lake Trehörningen
Time: July 5, about 11.00 (noon)

Place: Västervik, near lake Trehörningen (BF65)

This was one among a number of reported sightings near lakes Trehörningen and Tavelsjön (see also cases xxx, xxx, xxx and xxx). The Defence Staff was first noted about this series of incidents in a report from policeman K.Sundquist of Tavelsjö, dated August 26:

"Friday, July 5, at about 11.00 hours, once again a torpedo of the same type as the previous one (at the end of May, case xxx) was observed by building contractor J.B. Forsberg, Västervik. This one had also the same course of direction, thus westerly, went at an altitude of about 100 meters and with great speed. It crossed the lake about 300 meter to the south of the previously described torped (=case xxx) and continued out of sight on the same course and height."

Major Nils Ahlgren of the Defence Staff asked asked the local defence area chief for a further investigation. In his 14-page investigation of the incidents, on September 16-17, policeman F.Johansson wrote about the July 5 sighting: 

"Friday, July 5, 1946. Building contractor Johan Bernhard Forsberg, born June 22, 1882, living on Bankgatan 7 in Umeå: Friday July 5, 1946, at about 11.00 hours, as Forsberg was mowing his lawn near his house in Västervik, Umeå parish, he suddenly heard a buzzing noise. First he thought it was a minor earthquake or something else in the earth, but after a few moments he caught sight of an object coming through the air from the east at an altitude of some 100 meters. It passed almost straight above and continued with a very great speed to the west, over lake Trehörningen. Forsberg did not, however, see where it disappeared, since a nearby house blocked his view. He thought, however, that the object must have landed somewhere on the hills west of lake Trehörningen, or in the lake. At this incident it was fair weather, sunshine, a sky almost free from clouds, and a light wind.

"Concerning the shape of the object, Forsberg stated that it was about 80 cm long and about 12 cm broad, on the widest spot. Further, it was equipped with wings, measuring about 50 cm between tips. The object was brownish in colour with exception for an "aluminum-grey" band around the body just in front of the wings. According to what Forsberg could see the object left no exhaust or similar. 

"Forsberg emphasized that he was absolutely sure about his observations, since he saw the object very clearly. Concerning the shape of the object, see the figure drawn by Forsberg." 

”Sketch drawn by building contractor Johan Bernhard Forsberg of Umeå, showing the shape of the object which he on July 5, 1946, at about 11.00 hours, observed near lake Trehörningen. The sketch was made on September 17, 1946.”
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Status: Unidentified

Sources: Report by K.Sundquist, August 26, 1946. Report by F.Johansson, September 17, 1946. ScanCat 706.

July 5: Freak weather in  the north
At Mantalsåsen in Oviken (county of Jämtland) eight cows were killed by a thunderbolt on the evening of July 5. Six cows belonged to farmer Olov Persson of Gisselås and two were owned by Helge Jönsson of Hovermo. The cows were heading for the mountain pasture when they were caught in a very heavy thunderstorm. They took shelter under some trees but lightning hit a tall pine and killed all the animals. The eight cows were found lying in a row. All of them had had their left ears almost complely ”cut away” and their udders burnt. The cow-bell of the leading cow had partly melted. 

The thunderstorm destroyed all crops on some twenty farms in Sunne. Hailstones, large as small eggs, smashed windows and hurt cows out in the fields. The frightened creatures broke through the fences and ran for the cow-houses... In Lugnvik off Östersund lightning hit an appartment destroying the cooker, telephone lines and a radio... Many trees were uprooted by the hurricane-like storm that accompanied the thunderstorm. (Värmlands Folkblad, July 10; Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, July 6). 
Case xxx: 

”Swallow” looking like a V2
Time: July 6, 14.25 (p.m.)

Place: City of Malmö, province of Skåne (CO36)

The Malmö regional defence area staff reported this case, to the Defence Staff, on July 11:

"Enclosing a report I have herewith the honour to forward the following verbal statement from draughtsman Torsten Frykmar, employee of Sydsvenska Dagbladet [newspaper], Malmö. 

"On July 6, 14.25, Frykmar observed a swallow-like object at a very great altitude. A short while later a thick, white, cloudy contrail was formed. Due to the noise from the street no sound could be heard.

Some five minutes later Frykmar sighted from a roof the remains of a cloud-like trail although now more dispersed. He asumed it was the same trail as he had seen before. Change of altitude or the course of direction could not be estimated by Frykmar. Observation points and directions are to be found on the enclosed map. 

"Frykmar stated that he had seen a V-bomb over Ystad (southern tip of Sweden) in January 1945, which, according to him, was confirmed by the press. The July 6 phenomenon had the same appearance. On order, P.R.Jahnke, chief of staff."

Note: The map mentioned was not enclosed with the report in the Defence Staff archives. The January 1945 phenomena, seen on several consecutive days over the provinces of Skåne and Blekinge, were probably due to high altitude aircraft, and definitely not German V-bombs. A separate report on these incidents is available from Archives for UFO Research.

Status: Probable high altitude aircraft.

Source: Report to Defence Staff, July 11. ScanCat 794.

July 6: Nuclear rockets over the Pole
”On July 6, 1946, General H.H. Arnold, retired wartime Commander of the Army Air Force, addressed the Commonwealth Club in San Francisco, echoing the assertions General Doolittle had made the previous December when he stated that the defensive frontiers of the United States were no longer the Pacific and Atlantic coasts, but the Polar regions to the north. The editor of Radio News, a Mr. Oliver Reed, gave support to another contention of General Doolittle´s, when, upon returning to the United States after witnessing the Bikini atomic test on June 30th, he told the Chicago Daily Tribune that, as far as he was concerned, there could be little doubt that atomic-tipped missiles would be used in the next war. (Loren Gross: The Mystery of the Ghost Rockets, 1982, page 2). 

July 6: Satellites predicted by Shapley

”Dr Harvlov Shapley, an astronomer with Harvard, imagines the possibility to send up a ”manmade moon” into space with the aid of rocket power and having it rotate along with the earth. 

”- It sounds silly, said dr. Shapley in a lecture, but I think we can do it within 20 years, when the rocket technique has developed enough. It can also have some use, provided that such a heavenly body can be equipped with scientific mechanisms to investigate the upper atmosphere... There is no doubt that we shall be able to send out an object which will reach farther than the earth´s gravitational power and even send it to the moon.” (Umebladet, July 6.)

July 6: Conference on ”flying bombs”
On July 6, six people met at the offices of the Royal Air Administration [Kungl. Flygförvaltningen] to discuss the situation created by the reports about ”flying bombs”. A written record was kept of main points in the discussions. First of all, let us review the backgrounds of the people who took part in the meeting:

Division head Karl-Arvid Norlin (1901-1989), employed by the Royal Air Administration, the materials division. Norlin was partly responsible for the aquisition of planes and materials for the Swedish Air Force. Norlin was called upon as an expert for several defence commissions. Norlin was a quiet man who also was responsible for intelligence matters at the administration, keeping contacts with, for instance, the US air materials division at Wright Patterson AFB.  Left the administration in 1947 to become a director with Stockholms Enskilda Bank (the Swedish Wallenberg group) and a member of the board of the SAAB aircraft company.  
Air director Tore Edlén, another employee of the Air Adminstration since 1945. 

Captain Sjölin, unknown[???], probably from the Defence Staff.

Air engineer K-G. Berg, a radar expert at the Royal Air Administration. 
Doctor C.A.Moberg, an radio communications and intelligence expert from the FRA (Defence Radio Institute). 

Civil engineer Hugo Larsson (1906-1986), associate professor [laborator] at FOA (Research Institute of National Defence) since 1945. An expert in radio, radio navigation, radar and tele communications. Became head of FOA 1952-1957, then a director at Swedish Philips Company 1957-1964. 

The proceedings of the July 6 meeting read like this:

”Flying bombs”

”1. Sightings. A compilation of information from the newspapers has been made by the Defence Staff. However, the observers have not been questioned more closely and neither has there been any systematic investigation. 

”Sightings have been made during May 25 - July 1. The night between June 23 and 24 [mistake here, should be May] a series of observations were made which probably concern the same object. It was observed at Untran, Gävle, Västerås, Karlskrona and Landskrona (in chronological order). Another series of coherent sightings was made in the south of Finland on June 9. The other sightings, some 15, do not seem to have any connection to each other. 

”Most observations give a relatively coherent desciption of the phenomenon. They describe a cigar-shaped object without wings. Size about = a small trainer. Moderate speed and relatively low height. The object is accompanied by an even or intermittent light of fire. A whistling or droning sound. 

”If the sightings on May 23-24 concern the same object speed can be calculated at between 200 and 600 km/h [??? cross-reference to memo]. The object has made great changes of course. 

”The Finnish sightings of June 9 are of a completely different character. The phenomenon is described as a fireball at great altitude and great speed. The ball exploded in the air. 

”2. An object with such a low speed and such a long range, as the Swedish sightings evidence, should be a jet-propelled body with carrier areas [Sw. bärytor]. Rocket or hydrogen peroxide [Sw. vätesuperoxid] power is hardly likely. Possibly it is a manned aircraft.  

”3. Those who have, thus far, seen the objects, should be questioned concerning their observations. Thereby should, for instance, be checked that their reports do not mix up the direction in which the object was seen with their [the objects] real direction of flight. 

”Before this investigation the Defence Staff´s reports concerning sightings of V1 and V2 should be studied. Further should be investigated how the flame from a jet plane appears during night time. 

”4. Measures to be taken in the continued investigation of the phenomenon. 

”First of all, ER-reconnaissance (ER was the Swedish acronyme for radar) with Air Force radar. If ER-reconnaissance has caught objects, and established its course and speed, observers should be alarmed and, if possible, fast fighters sent up. 

”ER-reconnaissance [radar] should be organized as a plain training exercise. To check on the effectiveness of the reconnaissance airplanes should be sent into the swept area.

”One must presume that ER-reconnaissance [radar] is monitored from a foreign power. It is, therefore, important that the ER-reconnaissance not be intensified as soon as ”the bomb” comes in over Sweden. 

”FRA radio reconnaissance is ordered to pay attention to signals that could possible be from radiocontrolled impulses. Any organized radio reconnaissance was, however, regarded as impossible to perform. Contact should be maintained between institutions involved. Stockholm, July 8, 1946, /signed/, K.G.Berg [secretary at the meeting]”.

Source: Flygförvaltningen. Materialavdelningen, Serie FI, volume 7. (War Archives, Stockholm).
Comment: The small committee realized the need for better investigations. The problem of the mixture between bearings and directions of flight, in the reports, was realized by the group. The good idea to re-interview (old) witnesses was never realized, however, because within a few days the Defence Staff would be deluged by new reports to keep them occupied. If done, the result would probably have been that three meteors were responsible for the May 23, May 24 and June 9 sightings.  

Cases like that from Stora Mellösa (case xxx), which was the first case thoroughly investigated by the local police (report arrived at the Defence Staff about June 20) was not mentioned at all, possibly because the sighted object (blimp-like, slow-moving) was not the kind of object expected?

July 6: The astronomer´s analysis
On July 6 Professor Bertil Lindblad, an astronomer with the Saltsjobaden observatory near Stockholm, sent the Defence Staff his analysis of the sightings thus far. 

/document to be located and translated/ 
July 7: British intelligence alarmed

To be translated from Aalders (DN, 1988)
July 7: Another Vampire airshow
8.000 pair of eyes scanned the skies at the Orebro airshow, not for ghost rockets, but for more wellknown things, such as the new air force Vampire jet. ”The audience kept their breaths” as it soared by. ”The Vampire was nothing but a sensation. One have heard about it as something really special but it was only when the speaker announced its arrival, and, moments later, it swept by and disappeared in the clouds, that one understood that the talk of it this plane initiated a new era in Swedish aviation is an understatement.”

Sources: Nerikes Allehanda, July 5 & 8. 
Case xxx: 

Torpedo with a roaring noise?
Time: July 7, 18.00 hours 

Place: Tureberg, Sollentuna, Stockholm (CA56)

The following words are scribbled on a paper found in the Defence Staff archives: "Town treasurer G.Ankert, Tureberg. Sunday night, 18.00 hours. Torpedo-shaped object, roaring noise, behind  Edsviken, oblong body". 

On the paper are also some unintelligeble sketches that indicate that the man who took down the report (probably by telephone) attempted some calculations. Edsviken, mentioned in the report, is situated to the SE of Tureberg. 

Anders Liljegren spoke with Margareta Ankert, Stockholm, who was married to the son of the witness. She stated that both of these men were dead.

Status: Insuffient information

Sources: Report (note) in Defence Staff archives.Telephone interview (M.Ankert), April 22,1987. ScanCat 795.

Case xxx.

A grey ball over Norrköping

Time: Monday, July 8, 12.20 hours

Place: Norrköping (Östergötland)

”As early as on Monday, Mr. J.B. Strand from Norrköping says he saw a ball-shaped object moving eastwards at great speed. Mr. Strand was sunbathing in his yard when he observed an airplane and at the same time an object, which at great speed passed from west to east. The object was ball-shaped and measured about half-a-meter in diameter. The colour was grey. No noise or other sound was heard.” 

This newspaper story was obviously investigated by someone in the military. A small slip of notes

in the archives bear witness to this. From the notes it is apparent that the sighting took place at 12.20 hours. The grey ball had a trajectory opposite to the airplane. ”400 m” is noted, distance? Object disappeared in the direction of Arkösund (to the east). Object may have crashed. The witness has experience from the Air Force.  

Status: Insufficient information

Sources: Östergötlands Dagblad, July 11; TT newswire, July 11; Defence Staff archives.

Case xxx: 

Crash into lake Trehörningen
Time: July 8, about 16.00 hours

Place: Västervik, province of Västerbotten (BF65)

With reference to the July 5 report from the same area (case xxx), policeman K.Sundquist wrote this in his August 26 report:

"Monday, July 8, at about 16.00 hours, this same J.B.Forsberg, and his daughter-in-law Mrs Britt Forsberg, once again observed a torpedo of the previously described type and with the same direction of flight. Altitude, in this case, was 75-100 meters, as the eastern lake shore was passed. Speed was less in this case. Forsberg says, concerning this, that this one had evidently "died out". Forsberg as well as Britt Forsberg saw clearly that the torpedo fell towards the lake and hit the surface when it had come to a point about 7-800 meters out on the lake. Mrs Britt Forsberg noticed a splashing and a water cascade when the torpedo hit water. This torpedo seems only to have had a very weak sound from it. According to Forsberg it's trajectory was staggered and unsteady as it fell towards the lake."

Policeman F.Johansson made further interviews on September 17:

"Monday, July 8, 1946. Mrs Brita Maria Forsberg, born June 6, 1923, now living at Västervik, Umeå parish...Trehörningen. On Monday 8, about 16.00 hours, as Mrs Forsberg sat out on the yard at the home of his father-in-law...she suddenly heard a whining sound. She looked around and then caught sight of an object coming in the sky from the east. The object passed almost straight over the place where Mrs Forsberg was, at an altitude of about 100 meters, and continued on a westerly course over lake Trehörningen. Since the sun was in the direction where the object went Mrs Forsberg was blinded as she tried to follow the object, wherefore she lost it from view for a short moment. She caught sight of it again, however, as it was over the lake, when she saw that it fell and hit the water at about the center of the lake. On impact there was a water cascade, which was not very tall however. The object flew at a speed much greater than the speed of an airplane. 

"As far as Mrs Forsberg now can remember there was a fine weather on this occasion with sunshine and an almost cloudless sky. 

"Concerning the shape of this object Mrs Forsberg stated that it had the shape of a torpedo and was equipped with wings. It was about one meter long while distance between wing-tips was somewhat greater. Colour was darkish. It didn't seem to leave any exhaust, or similar, behind.

"Mrs Forsberg emphasized that she saw the object very clearly and that she is very sure of her observations. As concerns the shape, see the enclosed sketch, which was drawn by Mrs. Forsberg.

”Sketch by Mrs. Brita Forsberg of Västervik, Umeå parish, showing the shape of the object she saw on Monday, July 8, 1946, at about 16.30 hours near lake Trehörningen. Sketch made on September 17, 1946.”
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"This same object was also spotted by Mrs Forsberg's father-in-law, building contractor Johan Bernhard Forsberg, who was on a meadow about 50 meters from Mrs. Forsberg.... 

"Forsberg corroborated Mrs Brita Forsberg's observations. He saw the object at the same time. This one was, more or less, similar to the one he saw on July 5. According to Forsberg's estimate the object flew at an altitude of about 50 meters. It had considerably less speed than the object he had previously seen. It didn't fly steady but staggered a little. Where the object disappeared Forsberg didn't see, since he was standing in a depression in the ground and therefore only could see a small part of the object's path."

Mrs Forsberg had another sighting of a crashing torpedo, on August 24 (case xxx).

Status: Unidentified

Sources: Report by K.Sundquist, August 26. Report by F.Johansson,
September 16-17. ScanCat 707.

Case xxx: 

Missile shot in northern Norway?
Time:    July 8, about 23.35 in the night

Place:   Norway, near border to the Soviet Union

A SECRET report, written by colonel Curt Kempff, chief of the foreign affairs department of Section II of the Defence Staff, on August 26, 1946, stated:

"The head of National Criminal Techical Institute, director Söderman, brought me, today, in contact with an ex-Norwegian officer X, who had, before, been on the frontier guard in the Kirkenes area. This summer X had been, as a tourist (angler), in the neighbourhood bordering on Russia. X stated the following:

"On the night between July 8 and 9 he had been angling for salmon in the Grena Jakobselv [?] river (on the map Vuoremijoki) where the Korpvandelven river (the water from lake Korpvandet) flows meets

into the aforementioned river. This river is here widened into Langvand. On the other (eastern) side of Langvand is Russian area, dominated by the mountaineous area Kivitunturi. This consists of two parallel bare ridges, the eastern one of which is more steep and higher.

"At 23.35 hours X heard two loud explosions, which had the likeness of blasting-discharges. Immediately thereafter a hissing, but very strong, sound was heard (almost like from a welding unit, but louder). Above the most distant part of Kivintunturi shot out a narrow, longish cloud of "mist and warmth" from which came an object, looking like a missile. The asumed projectile's track formed a 30-40 degree angle to the horizon. The shooting direction was southwesterly. Distance to the phenomenon was estimated to be 5-8 kilometres. Visibility was good and the sun was up.

"A fellow angler, ex-officer of the Norwegian border guard, who was a few hundred meters from X, made the same observations.

"On inquiry...X stated that he judged the missile's length to be 10-15 m. This estimate he thought was very uncertain. 

"On July 9, X left the border area where the sighting was made. He returned there on July 12 for three days of angling. No sightings similar to the July 8 were made during this period. From inhabitants in the border area X learned that explosions were often heard from the Russian shore of the border river. The general opinion was that they derived from the extensive blasting works performed by the Russians in the border area. Stockholm, August 26, 1946, C.Kempff, colonel."

Note: Summer nights are the nights of the midnight sun in northern Scandinavia. Colonel Kempff's informant, director Harry Söderman, has been revealed as an associate to OSS (CIA's forerunner) during the final years of WWII (1943-45), when the Swedish military and intelligence started a long-term close cooperation with American and British counterparts (ref: Paul M.Cole: "Kungen skulle godkänna", Dagens Nyheter, Oct 13, 1991). 

This intelligence report was sent to colonel Jacobsson, head of the "Space projectile committee". The committee found no coincidence in time between this sighting and other ghost rocket sightings in Sweden.

Status: Russian weapons test?

Source: Secret report, August 26, 1946. [Defence Staff files]. ScanCat 891.

